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Chriſtian Reader, —— 


HE defign of the following Treatiſe is 
thy Spiritual Advantage, that by dif- 
playing the Heavenly Glory tothe eyesofthy 
mind, thou mayeſt have thy affections and 
deſires ſtirred up to chooſe it as thy chiefeſt 
treaſure, and then where thy treaſure is, thy 
heart will ſoon be alſo : And perhaps here is as 
much {aid to engage thy affections as has been 
any where written upon this ſubject; and 
which, thro' the Divine Bleſlings, may beget 
Win thee thoſe breathings after the happineſs 
ere deſcribed, which may iſſue in thy eternal 
ſruition of it. It does not indeed pretend to 
give a graphical deſcription thereof ( for it does 
ot yet appear what ve ſhall be) but it gives 
ſuch a deſcription of it as the Divine Oracles 
will warrant; ſhewing wherein the nature of 
our happineſs does chiefly conſiſts aid reſbl- 
ing the moſt abſtruſe and curious queſtions 
about it, according to the Word of Fruth. 
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And ſeeing Love and Deſirt ure the wings 
| „2 ͤ 


, % "'S 
point 


— " 


„ Wie RE A DER 


of the ſon), by which it flies towards Heaven, 

I doubt not but the devout ſoul will here ſind ty 
thoſe attractives that will inſenſibly draw it as 
thither : For what can more engage our Af t] 
fections than the defire of beholding that a 


bright Eternal Excellency, who is altogether FH 
Defires; and whom the Church deſcribes as m 
Jairer than the Children of Men! And, if he of 
was fo in the days of his humiliation, how 0¹ 


much more glorious is he on the Throne, 
bing Crowned with Glory and Honour, as che 
Apoſtle to the Hcorews ipeaks ? 


But altho' glorious things be ſpoken of the 
City of -God, which is repretented to us as an 
Eternal Excel:-ncy, and the Foy of many Genel 
ratons; yet, aiter the largeſt deſcriptions, we 
ſhall be forced to acknowledge, when we 
come to Heaven, what the Queen of S 
did when ſhe ſaw the glory of Se{omon, that 
tie half has not been lol us. : 


However, there is enough to engage our 

hearts and raviſh our affections, and to make I 
us cry out with David, How amiable are thy 
Tabernacles, O Lord of Hos! But as Love 
and Defire carry us after. that which we ap- 
prehend to be amiable and lovely, ſo fear is a 
paſſion of the ſoul whereby it flies from and lo 

avoids whatever it apprehends to be evil; and N 
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d this paſſion works as ſtrongly in ſome ſouls, 
it as love and deſire does in others. And to 
theſe, the Viſions of Hell may be as uſeful to 
it affright them from it, as the Viſions of 
1 Heaven to draw the others to it. Here you 
8 max, as it were, lay your ears to the Mouth 
e of Tophet, and hear the doleful Lamentations 
9 of thoſe loſt Wretches, that through a vain 
purſuit of finful pleaſure, have brought upon 
e themſelves eternal miſeries. Here you may 
ſee how they too ſoon lament thoſe torments 
it is too late to help; and theſe ſhould, to all 


2 

„many ſea-marks, to warn others to avoid 

de like deſtruction, 

o 

4 The Author to the [febrews tells us, that 

1M Noah being moved with fear, prepared an Ark” 
+ W to the ſaving of his Houſe; and if the fear of 


the Torments of Hell (which are here ſo 
lively deſcribed ) move any fouls to get into 
the Ark, Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo avoid the 
Wrath to Come, it will be an unſpeakable 
z mercy. By 


delivered under the fimilitude of a Von; for 
ſo long as the truths herein conveyed are ac- 
cording to the true Analogy of Faith, the 
Iqdreſs in which they are put may be very well 
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wiſe conſidering perſons, be looked on as ſo 


Nor let any one be ſtumbled, that this is 
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over and gone ; the flowers appear on. the earth ; 
the tame of the funging of birds is come, and ine 


to do, 1s the defire and prayer of, 
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diſpenſed with. I have done hercin like the 
phyſicians, who put their phyfick in ſome 
pleaſant vehicle, to make it go down the eaſier 
with their patients; and ſince the Way to 
Heaven has been ſo taking, under the ſimili- 
tude of a Dream, why ſhould not the Jour- 
ney's End be as acceptable under the firffiſi- 
tude of a /ifon? Nay. why ſhould it not be 
more acceptable, ſince the. End is preferable 
to the Means, and Heaven to the Way that 
brings us thither. The Pilgrim met with 
many difficulties, but here they are all over; 
all ſtorms and tempeſts here are huſh'd in 
filence and ſerenity i 


Let us ſtay no longer here then, hut mount 
thither upon the Golden Wings of Faith and 
Love; For lo, the winter is paſt ; the rain is 


voice i the turtle is licard in our land; yea, the 
bleſſed 'Bridegroom of our Souls calls to us, 
Arie, my Love, my Fair One, and come away, 
Which Reader, that thou mayeſt make haſte 
Thy Soul's Well-wiſher, 
JOHN BUNYAN, 
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THE INTRODUCTION, 
HEN wicked and profligate perſons” 


have gone on in a courſe of fin to 
that degree that they can ſcarce hope for par- 
jon, nod find they have reaſon to fear the 


uſt Judy ment of God for their fins, they 
pegin at kirk to wiſh that there was no God 


0 puniſh them, which they think their in- 
ereſt. and ſo by degrees come to perſuade 
bemſelves that there is none; and ks they 
et themſelves to ſtudy for arguments to back 
heir opinion, and prove what they are willing 

to 


# 
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to believe. It was with one of this ſort of brwes 
( for they are ſcarce worthy of the name of 
men) that I had the unhappineſs to be ac- 
quainted, who would be continually incul- 
cating me, that there was netther God nor Devil, 
Heaven nor Hell, and that thoſe things were 
only the politick inventions of ſuch as were 
willing to keep the world in awe; ui, (lays M,..- 
he) as we talk of bug-bears to affrighten children, Iten 
It was not without horror and trembling that Nhu 
I firſt heard this diſcourſe, and — 2 I Wc 
uſually* left him when he began upon theſe ien 
topicks; but his ſpeaking of them to me ſo Wc, 
often, at laſt prevailed with me to conſider Nor 
what grounds he had for what he ſaid, and WW gre 
from this time I found my mind perplexed Nhe 
withſomuch trouble and darkneſs that I could Nye 
hardly bear up under it, for I knew not how MW. 
to make out, to my own ſatisfaction, thole ¶ ſon 
truths, which before appeared to me ſelf-evi- No 
dent. I could not think there was no God to 
but with the greateſt horror; yet I called in Win a 
queſtion the truth of his being. I would not Wh; 
have parted with my hopes of heaven, to have Nor! 
been made heir of all the world; and yet I Whu- 
ueſtioned whether there was any ſuch place ¶ the- 
or ſtate; and I began to doubt whether there 
was any Hell, and yet at the ſame time 
thought I found the flames of it flaſhing in my 
face. Thus was my mind diſtracted with ap- 
NE . parent 
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yerentcontraditions,and found Iwas involv- 
ed in a labyrinth of confuſion, out of which 1 
ha no cluetoextricatemyſelf: In thisperplex- 
2d condition I went to my falle friend, to {ee 
what comfort he could adminiſter to me; 
which was like Saul's going to the Witch of 
a Endor, when God had foriaken him) but 
: what hg ſaid did more confound than fattsſy 
rie. He indeed laughed at my fears, pre- 
n. ¶ tended to pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to 
at hug himſelf in the freedom and liberty which 
| Wc enjoyed. He told me l was never mo- 
lc ienled in the proſecution of what he had to 
lo do, by the frightiul mormo's of a Future Sate, 
er Nor an after-reckoning ; that nature was the 
nd great miſtreſsofthe univerſe, and thattherefore 
ed he followed her dictates; and that all the care 
d Ne took was foto live here, that when his duſt 
gaould be next impreg nated, it might be into 
le Home delightful ſpecies of Beings: Which, 
WH woud lkewile, in a great mcalure, be owing 
d to the place ofhisburial; for if he were buried 
in in a church or laid in a vault, it was poſhbie 
ol bis duſt might be turned into ſpiders, ds, 
ve Hor ſerpents; and therefore he defignea to he 
I Wburicd in a field or garden, if he conld, that 
ce there is aſhes misht ſpring up in curious and 
rechclightſul flowers, Which was the utmoſt 
WE hanvincls he could propoſe to himſelf; and 
I Sihould be very well ſatised to find all thoſe 
[pirits 
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ſpirits and powers he was now poſſeſſed of, 
exeried in the variegated beauties of nature; 
And further he affirmed, that for aught he 
knew, in the various metempſychoſis of nature 
he might, ſome ages hence, again impregnate 
2 human bedy, as he believed he had done 
wany ages paſt, | 
I then urged the Scriptures againſt all this 
unnicllionble ſyſtem ; but he exploded that, as 
being only the engine by which politick men 
broughtabouttheirdefigns; andthattoprovea 
' Deity by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing 
as to prove the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures by the Being of a Deity, which was 
idem per idem. 
Thele diſcourſes of his putting me ſtill on 
further doubts, I became fo uneaſy that my 
life was a burthen to me; I dreaded to be left 
to the belief of thoſe curſed notions, and yet 
they continually ran in my mind; I witheda 
thouſand times I had never heard them, and 
yet they were ever before me : What, ſaid 1 
to mytelt, is all my hopes of heaven nothing 
but a vain chimera? Have I ſerved God for 
nothing? Or rather have I fancied one, when 
there is no luch Being ? It is impoſſible ti 
tell the agonies I felt, upon my giving wayte 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, which {till with greater 
| force aſſaulted me, until at laſt I was hurried 
to the utmoſt pitch of deſperation: . Why 
98 ſhould 
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ould I linger thus, thought I, between 


Deſpair and Hope; Is it not better, ſaid I 


> myſelf, to put a period to this wretched 
fe, and to try the truth of all things ? 
Upon this, I took a reſolution to deſtroy 
yſelf, and in order thereunto, went out one 


norning to an adjacent wood, where I in- 


nded to act this bloody tragedy, which, as 
was about to perpetrate, .methought I heard 
ſecret wiſper, laying, O Epenctus, plunge | 
ot thyſelf in everlaſling miſery to gratify thy 
oul's worſt enemy; that fatal ſtroke thou art 
bout to 4 feals up thy own Damnation: for 

there be a GOD, as ſure there is, how can 
a hope for mercy from him, when you thus wits 


ully defiroy his image? From whence this 


xcret wiſper came, I knew not, but do be- 
eve it was from God; for I am ſure it came 
ith ſo much power, it made me fling away 
einftrument which I had deligned to offer 
jolence to my own life, aud ſhewed me in 
moment the wickedneſs thereof, 'The hor- 
dr of this barbarous intention ſet all m 
pints a trembling, that I could hardly land; 
then the fatal precipice of my dehgnedde- 
ruction was repreſented to me in that fright- 
il view, that I could not but acknowled 
y deliverance to be the work of ſome Invi- 
dle and Spirtual Power, that came ſo ſea- 
nably to my reſcue, and gratitude obliged 
| -. ="... 
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me to return kim thanks; ſo I kneeled down w 
upon the Hund, and (aid, be 
Ott Inmfible Eternal Power, which, thi ar 
unfeen bv man, beholdeft all his actions, and who ca 
hafe nod withh-ld me from the defacing of thi A 
image, I give thee humble thanks ; Ves, O thou b! 
Sovere;n Being of all Beings, 1 give thee than in 
that I am ftill alive, and abl- to arknow'dgethereffl fr 
is ſuch a Being O dv not hide thyſelf from my be. n: 
nñolling, in furh thick Clouds of darkneſs, but - fu 
the Sun of Glory ſhine upon me, and chaſ away tre 
te blackneſs of my beni ute foul, that 1 may n, ho 
ver more queſtion thy Being or Omnibotence, which y< 
4 have hai this moment fo great experience of. pe 
Then rifing from my Knees, I wentandſatf m. 
me down upon a bank, my mind being great in 
Iy taken up with the adoring thoughts off bu 


that Eternal Goodneſs that had ſo eminent ict 
ſaved me from the dreadſul gulph of Ever pu 
laſting Ruin, when I was juſt going toplung dr: 
myſelf into it. And now methought 1 coul 1a) 
not but admire that J ſhould be fo ſottiſh ti vi 
call in queſtion the being of a Deity, whicil / 
every creature was a witneſs of, and which ar 
man's own conſcience, more than a thouſand | 
witneſſes, could not but diftete to him. ma 

Now whilſt my thoughts were taken u A. 
with theſe meditations, as I ſat upon the ban f 
I was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a Glonou bet» 


Light, the exceeding brightneſs whered 
Wi 
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wall was ſuch as I had never ſeen any thing like it 
before, This both ſurprized and amazed me, 
tho and whillt I was mba ee from whence 1t 
o came, I ſaw coming towards me a Glorious 
hn Appearance, repreſenting the perſon of a man, 
ho but circled round about with lucid beams ot 
mi inen pre ſlible Light and Glory, whichitreame1 
her from him all the way he came; his counte- 
he. nance was very awful, and yet mixed with {| 
tf ſuch an air of ſweetneſs as rendered it ex- | 
way treme!y pleaſing. and gave me ſome ſecret 
hopes he came not to me as an enemy; aud 
ih vet I knew not how to hear his bright Ap— 
. peurance; and endeavouring to ſtand upon 
Lal my feet, I ſoon found I had no more ſtrergth 
eat in me, and ſo fell flat down upon my face; 
but by the kind aſſiſt mcf his arm, Iwasfoon If 
th {ct upon my feet again, and new ſtrength was 
ver put into me; which I ſoon perceiving, ad- 
nol drefled niyſelt to the bright Form before me, 
ul ſaying, O wy faning Deliperer, who haft in- 
1 to vigorcted my feeble body, ant reflored me ty new 
ich Gfe ; how ſhall I acknowledge my thankfuln'3 
chi and in what manner ſhall I adore thee #, 
| To which he replied, both with an air of 
majeſty and mildneſs, Pay thy aderations It ie 
Author of thy being, and not to me, who: am thy 
fellow-creature ; and am 2 by ham, whoſe very 
being thou haſt ſo lately denied, to ftop thre from 
falling into that eternal in, d iereinto thou wert | 
| 
| 


wall goung to precipitate thy ſelf, B Ibis 
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This touch'd my heart with ſuch a ſenſe of 


my own unworthineſs, that my ſoul even 
melted within me, and I could not forbear 
crying out, O how utterly unworthy am I of all 
fins grace and mercy ? 

To which the heavenly meſſenger reply'd, 
The divine majefly does not conſult, in ſhewing 


mercy, thy unworthineſs, but his own un- 


bounded goodneſs and incomprehenft ible love He 


Jaw with how much alice the grand enemy of fouls | 


defered thy ruin, and let ham go on with hopes of 


b overcomang thee, but ſtill upheld thee by Ins 2 Tet 
| power; through which, when Satan thought im- 


| felf moſt ſure, the ſuare is broken, and thou art 
| eſcaped. Theſe words made me break forth 
in this Extatic rapture : 


O who the depths of thts great love can tell, 

Zo fave a templed fenking 7 l from hell ! 

O glory, glory to my Saviour's name, 

PU now through all eternity proclaim | ö 

Who when on the hrint of ruin lay, 

Sav'd me from him who would my ſoul betray: 
And now 1 know, tho” I no God would own, 
The LORD is GOP, yea, He is GOD alone! 


Ang. Well, ſaid this heavenly viſion, with 
a plealed countenance, that you may never 
doubt any more of the reality of eternal tung, 


ue end of my coming to you, is to convince you 


Vifions of Heaven and Hell, Ig 
of the truth of them ; not by faith only, but by 
fight alſo ; For I will fhew you fuch thin,rs as 
were never yet beheld by mortal eye ; and lo that 

nd, your eyes fhall be ſtrengthened, and made 
fitting to behola immaterial objetts. 

At thele ſurprizing words of the angel, I 
was much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how I 
ſhould be able to bear it; and ſaid to him, 

O, my Lord, who is ſuffucient to bear ſuch a 
egit 4 

To which he replied, The Foy of th: Lord 
ſhall be your ſtrength, And when he had ſaid 
thus, he took hold of me and ſaid, Fexr not, 


for I am fent to ſhew thee things thou k aft not 


feen : And before I was aware, I four d my- 
ſelf far above the earth, which ſeemed to me 
a very {mall and inconſiderable point, in 


compariſon of that Region of Lights into 


which J was tranſlated. 

Then J ſaid to my bright Conductor, O 
let it not offend my Lord, if I aſk a queſtion 
or two of thee. 

To which he anſwered, Speak on: It is 
my work to inform thee of ſuch things 
which thou ſhalt enquire of me: For 1 am a 
Miniſtring Spirit, ſent forth to minyſter to 
thee, and to thoſe that ſhall be Heirs of 
Salvation, | . 77 

I then" ſaid, I would fain be inlormed 
what that dark ſpot, ſo far below mie, is; 

| B2 which - 


world appeared ſtill leſs, and more contemp- 
tible; und ſo it will do to all who can, by 
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which grew leſs and leſs, as I was mounted 
higher and higher, and appears much darker 
ſince 1 came into this Region of Light.. 
That little ſpot, an{wered my Conductor, 

that now looks ſo dark and contemptible, is 
that world of which you were ſo lately an 
inhabitant: Here you may ſee how little all | 
that world appears, for a ſmall part of which, WF : 
o many do unweariedly labour, and lay out WF , 
all their ſtrength and time to purchaſe it. 
This 1s that ſpot of Earth that 1s cantoned 
and ſubdivided into ſo many kingdbms, to 

urchaſe one of which, ſo many horrid 
and nefandous villanies, ſo many bloody 
and unnatural murders have been committed, 
Yea, tis is that ſpot of Earth, to obtain one | 
mall ple thereof ſo many men have run the 
hazard of loſing, nay, have actually loſt, their 
precious and immortal ſouls; ſo precious that 
the Prince of Peace has told us, That though | 
one man coul gain the whote, it would not coun- | 
tervail 0 great a loſs, And the great reaſon iſ 
of their folly is, becauſe they do not look to i 
things iHove: For, as you well obſerved, as 
vou "e{-ended nearer to this Region, the 


Faith, once get their hearts above it. For 
cou 14 the fons of men below, but ſee the 


world gult as it is, they would not covet, 
it 
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as they now do: But they, alas! are in a 
ſtate of darkneſs; and, Which is worſe, 
they love to walk therein. For tho' the Prince 
of Light came down amongſt them, and 
plainly ſhewed them the true Light of Life 
( which by his Miniſters, he ſtill continues ) 
yet they go on in darkneſs, and will not 
bring themſelves unto the light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. 

Epenetus. I aſked him further, What were 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid forms, 
that hover in the air above the world? Which 
I indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, 
but that I faw, as you palled by, they fled ; 

erhaps as not being able. to abide that 
« 1ghtneſs with which you are arrayed, 

Ang. To this he anſwered me, They 
were the fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, which 
for their pride and their rebellion, were caſt 
down from Heaven, and wander in the air 
by the decree of the Almighty ; being bound 
in chains of darkneſs, and kept unto the 
Judgment of the Great Day, And from 
thence they are permitted ro deſcend into 
the world, both for the, trial of the Ele, 
and for the condemnation of the Wicked. 
And though you now ſee they have black 
and horrid forms, yet were they the Sons of 
Light, and were arrayed in Robes of Glori- 
ous Brightneſs, like what you ſee me wear. 
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The loſs'of which. though 1t was the effect 


of their own wilſul fin, fills them with rage 
and malice againſt the Frer-blelled God, 
whole power and majeity they tear and hate: 
But Having loft their Innc cence and Glory, 
they fy th oſe ſpirits that nave kept their 
Station, and ſtill continue their Obedience 
to their Great Creator; in which they are 
confirmed by the Flefled Son of God, 

Ehen. But, tell me, ſaid I, O my happy 
Conductor, have they no hopes of being 
reconciled to God again, after ſome term of 
time, or at leaſt ſome of them ? 

Ang. No, not at ell, ſaid he, they are loſt 
for ever: They were the firſt that ſinned 


and had no tempter; and they were all at 


once caſt down from Ileaven, RBeſ.des, the 
Son of God, the Bleſſed Mefjiah, by whom 
alone Salvation can be had, took not upon 
hiin the angelick nature. but leſt the apoſtate 
angels all to periſh, and only took upon him- 
ſelf the Seed of Abraham, And for this rea- 
ſon they have ſo much malice againſt th 
ſons of men, r e it-is a torment to * 
to ſee made Heirs of Heaven, whilſt they 
are doomed to hell. 

By this time we were got above the Pin 
whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an hun- 
dred times greater than the Earth, moy- 


ed round the great cxpante, wherein it was 
vlaced, 
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placed, with ſuch a mighty ſwiftneſs, that to 
relate it, would appear incredible. But my 
Conductor told me, this mighty immenſe 
hanging globe of fire, was one of the great 
works of God, and of ſo ſwift a motion, it 
moved above a hundred thouſand miles in 
that ſmall ſpace of time, we call an hour. 
And yet it always keeps its conſtant courſe, 
and never has the leaſt irregularity in its di- 
urnal. or its annual motion: And ſo exceed- 
ins glorious in its body, that had not m 


viſtwe faculty been greatly ſtrengthened, 1 


coal! not have beheld it: Nor were thoſę 
mighty globes of fires, we call the fixed Stars, 
leſs wonderful; whofe vaſt and extreme 
height, ten thouſand leagues at !eaſt, above 
the Sun, makes them appear like candles in 
our ſight, though every one of them exceeds 
in magnitude the body of the Earth: And 
ſhould but one of thoſe vaſt bodies fall, it 
would burn the world to cinders in a mo- 
ment: And yet they hang within the ſpheres 
without any ſupport, in a pure ſea of Ather, 


ſo thin, and of ſo great tenuity, that nothin 


but Mis Word that firſt created them, coul 
keep them in their ſtation. 
Epen. Thele wonders are enough, ſaid I 


to my Conduttor, to convince any one of 


the great power of their much more adorable 
Creator; and of the blackneſs of that infi- 


delity, ny 
— 


"4 
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delity, that can call in queſtion-the being o 
a Deity, who has given the whole world ſo 
many bright evidences of his Power and Glo- 
ry, that were not men like beaſts, ſtill Iook- 
ing downwards, they could not but acknow- 
— his great Power and Wiſdom. 

Ang. You ſpeak what is true, replied he, 
but you ſhall ſee far greater things than 
theſe: Theſe all are but the ſcaffolds and | 
outworks to that Glorious Building wherein | 
the Bleſſed above inhabit, that Houje not made | 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens: A view 
of whieh (as far as you are capable to com- 
prehend it) ſhall now be given you, 


| ' ' att: G 
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| AND 
The G L O R Y Thereof |: 


thei 
11d 
aw 
ha ſ 
or 


/ 


HAT I had been told by my Con- 

ductor, I found good in a few mo- 

ments; for I was preſently tranſlated into the 

_ Glorious Manſions of the Bleſſed ; and iny 
ſu 
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ſuch things it is impoſſible to repreſent, and 
heard that raviſhing melodious harmony that 
WI can rever utter: Well, therefore, might 
q the Beloved Apoſtle St. John tells us in his 
: epiſtle, Now are we the Sons of God and it 
does not yet appear what we ſhall be Whoever 
has not feen that Glory, can ſpeak but very 
imperlectly of it; and they that have, can- 

dot tell the thouſandth part of what it is, 
aa And thercſore the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 


1 ies, who tells us he had been caught up in- 
vu Mo Paradiſe, were he had heard unſpeakable 


vords, which is not poſſible for man to ut- 
er, g'Ves us no other account of it, but that 
ye has not ſeen, nor car has heard, nor has it 
iced into the heart of man to conceive the things 
Fu; GOD has laid up for thoſe that love him, 
But I will give you the beſt account. I can 
f what I ſaw and heard of the diſcourſes I 
ad with fome of the Bleſſed, as near as I 
an remember, 
When I was firſt brought near this Glori- 
ous Palace, I ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright 
Wttcndants, who welcomed me into that 
Of. hiſsful Scat of Happineſs, having in all 
heir countenances an air of perfect joy, and 
md of the higheſt ſatis faction. And there [ 


aw that Perfect and Unapproachable Light, 


mo- . : . 
, the hat aſhmulates all things into its own nature, 
or even the ſouls of the Glorthed Saints are 


tranl- 


ſuch 


| - luminaries; but all that light, that flows with 


nion of which, the light of the ſun is but 


revealed in the moſt illuſtrious manner. 


him, was too bright an object for mortality 


in which his choſen ſaints and ſervants lee 
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tranſ{parerit and diaphanous. Neither are 
they enlightened by the ſun, or any created 


ſo much tranſparent brightneſs throughout 
thoſe Heavenly Manſions, is nothing elſe but War 
Emanations of the Divine Glory, in compa- 


darkneſs. And all the luſtre of the moſt m 
4 r diamonds, the fire of carbuncles, 

apphires and rubies and the orient brightneſs 
of the richeſt pearls, are but like dead coals 
in compariſon to its Glory: And therefore 
called Ihe throne of the God of Glory, wherein 
the radiant luftre of the Divine Majeſty is Won 


The ineffable Deity, exalted on the High fro 
© Throne of his Glory, receiving the Adora- | 
tion of Myriads of Angels and Saints, ſirig- Wm 
ing forth Eternal Hallelujahs and Praiſes to | 


to view. Well may he therefore be called Mel! 
WW. The God of Glory, for by his glorious preſence Wc: 
= he makes Heaven what it is. There being 
rivers of pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from 
the Divine preſence, and conciliating chear- Huil 
fulneſs, joy, and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed 
Inhabitants of Heaven, the place of his hap- 
y refidence, and ſeat of his eternal empire; 
wherein the Divine Majeſty diffuſes the 
richeſt beams of his goodneſs and glory, and 


gf 
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and praiſe his for ever adorable excellencies. 

For my own part, my viſive faculty was fo 
far too weak to bear the leaſt tranſlucid ray 
ſhot from that everlaſting ſpring of Light 
and Glory which ſat upon the Throne, that 
J was forced to cry to my Conductor, The 
fight of ſo much Glory is too great for frail 
mortality to bear: Yet it is' ſo refrefning 
and delightful, that I would fain behold it, 
hough I die, | 
Ang. No, no, ſaid my Conductor, Death 
enters not within this Bleſſed Place: Here 
Life and Immortality reſide; nor fin nor ſor- 
row here have ought to do: For tis the glo- 
of this happy place to be for ever freed 
rom all that is evil; and without that ex- 
mption, our bleſſedneſs even here would be 
mperfect. But come along with me, and 1 
ill bring thee te one that's in the body, as 
hou art; with him converſe a while, til 
leſpatch another miniſtration, and then 1 
econdutt thee back again. 

Epen. O rather, ſaid I with ; fame roger, 2 
et me ſtay here: For here is no need of 
duilding tabernacles; the Heavenly Man- 
ions are here ready fitted, 

To which my Shining Meſſenger re 
ere 1n a while thou melt be fed —_ 
ut the Divine Will firſt muſt be obeyed, 


Swift as a thought, he preſently convey- 
ed 
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ed me through thouſands of thoſe bright and 
winged Spirits, and then preſented me tc 
that Illuſtrious Saint, the great Eltyjah, whe 
tabernacled in the world below ſo many hun- 
dred ages pait and gone; and yet me though 
I knew him at fiuſt fight as well as it we hat 
been contemporaries. 

Ang. Here's one (/aid my conducts t 
Elijah) who by the commiſſion from the 

Imperial Throne, has been permitted to ſur 
vey thoſe Realms of Light; and I hav 
brought him hither, to learn from thee where 
in its glory and its happineſs conſiſts. 

Elijah. That, ſays the prophet, I ſha 

ladly do; for 'tis our meat and drink 1 
thele bleſſed regions, to do the Will of God 
and the Lamb, to ſinghis praiſes and ſerve tun 

- with the humbleſt adoration, ſaying, Bling 
= and honeur, and glory and power, be unto He 
at ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb ſo 
ever and ever : For he has redeemed us to God! 
has Blood, out of every hindred and tongue ai 
people, and nation, and made us unto our G 
Kings and Prieſts Even fo, Amen. And 
ke iſe added my Amen, to that of the Hol 

„„  » 

The Prophet then enquired of me, 0 
what aecount this great permiſſion and priv 
lege was given to me ? (by which I unde 
ftand the Saints in Heaven are ne 


1 
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hat is done on earth; how then can Pray- 
be directed to them? 

I then rehearſed what I have here ſet 
pwn by way of introduction: At which 
e Holy Prophet broke forth into this ex- 
Lam ation. | 
Elijah. Glory for ever be aſcribed to kim that 
s upox th? Throne, and to th: Lamb, for his 
bounded goodneſs, and great condeſ enit n to 
: weakneſs of a poor doubiing finner,— After 
hich he ſaid, Now give attention to what 
ſhall peak. And then he thus began: 
Elijah, What you have ſeen and heard al- 
dady, I am ſure you never can relate ſo as, 
d make it underſtood ;, For it is beyond 
hat eye hath ſeen, ar ear hath heard, or 
hat the heart of man is able ta conceive; I 
jean of thoſe not yet tranflated to this glori- 


N ess ſtate, nor freed from their groſs elemen- 
1 bodies: Nor is my being in the body here, 
od þ 


y objection to what I now allert ; · ſor 
ouzh it han't been ſubjett to the common 
t of mortals, death; yet has it ſaffer d ſuch 
change, as has been in ſome ſenſe equiya- 
nt thereto; jor it is made both ſpiritual and 
pallible ; and is now no more capable of 
ty farther ſuffering. than thoſe bleſſedangels 
e, that compals round the throne: And 
et in this conſumate ſtate of happineſs, 1 
annot utter all that I enjoy; nor do 1 know 
| MA : what 
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what ſhall be yet enjoy'd, for here our hap. and 


ineſs is always new. his 

Ebenet. I then requeſted of the bleſſed for 
prophet a little to explain himfelf, becauſe IMhir 
underſtood not how happineſs could be con- Niſp 
ſummate, and vet admit of new additions,ſnels 
For in the world below, we generally thinkÞy : 
that what is conſummate, is compleatlyſpt i. 


finiſhed. I humbly hope, aid I, what I ſhall 4 
ſay, may not be taken as the effect of a vainſhat 


curioſity, but that my underſtanding may beſþ: 
cultivated, which yct retains but dark 1dea's 
of thele heavenly things. 

Elijah, To fatisſy your doubting ſoul andpns 
to confirm your wevering faith, is the chietprep, 
reaſon of your being brought hither, throughſſcyc ! 
the permiſſion of the great Three-one; andſture 
therefore I would have you ſtill, as anyſpock 
doubt ariſes in your breaſt, to make itſend 
known. — But as to that which you object, ett 

that happineſs cannot be conſummate; and iin tt 
yet admit of new additions, I mnſt tell you, the 
that when the ſoul and body both are happy, thou 


as mine now are, I count it a conſummateÞight 
ſtate of happineſs : For through all the innu-ſert a 
merable ages of eternity, it is the ſoul andÞas h 
body joined together in the bleſſed reſurrec-· ere 
tion-ſtate, that ihall be the continued ſubjedſthror 
of this happineſs. But in reſpect of the bleſ- ear 
ſed object of it, which is the ever- adorableſec ive 
5 ; and 


Vifions of Heaven. 27 
aphnd bleſſed God, in whoſe beatifical viſion 


his happineſs conſiſts, it is for ever new: 
fledFFor the divine perſections being infinite, no- 
fe thing leſs than eternity can be ſufficient to 
>ON= diſplay their glory, which makes our happi- 
ons. Hels eternally admit of new additions; and 
inkÞy a neceſſary conſequence our knowledge 
atlypf it ſhall be eternally progreſſive too.— 
hall And therefore it was not without reaſon 
rainſthat the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, (who 
; beſþn the days of his mortality, was once ad- 
ea'sÞnitted hither as you are) afhrmed, Eye hath 
nol ſcen, nor hath ear heard, nor cen it enter 
and into the heart of man to conccive, what God hath 


niefflprepared for them that love him. And yet the 


ughſeye hath ſeen many admirable things in na- 
andfture ; it hath ſeen mountains of cryſtal, and 
anyſpocks of diamonds, it has ſeen mines of gold, 
; ir ſend coaſts of pearl and ſpicy iſlands; and 
ect, et the eye, that hath ſeen ſo many wonders 
andÞn the world belaw, could never pry inte 
ou, the glories of this triumphant ſtate. And 
py, though the ear of man hath heard many de- 


py, ebous | 
late lightful and harmonious ſounds, even all that 


nu- Ert and nature could ſupply him with ; yet 
indÞas he never heard the heavnly melody which 
ec-fbere both ſaints and angels make before the 
jeciſthrone. And as the eye han't ſeen, nor car 
leſ heard, fo neither can the heart of man con- 
blefſceive them; and yet the heart of man (the 
ind a C2 ohicfelt 
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chiefeſt work of the Alwiſe Creator in that 


microcoſm) is o, ſo fine and curious a com- 
poſi:re, that it can almoſt conceive any thing 
that either 1s, or was, or ever ſhall be in the 
world below ; yea, what ſhall never be. Man 
can conceive that every ſtone on earth ſhall 
be turned into the moſt orient pearls, and 
every blade of graſs into the brighteſt and 
moſt ſhining jewels: He can conceive, that 
every part! icle of duſt ſhall be turned into ſil- 
ver, and the whole carth into a mals of pure 
refined gold: He can conceive the air to be 
turned into a cryſtal, and every ſtar advan. 
ced into a ſun; and every ſun a thouſand 
times more large and glorious than what he 
now beholds it: And yet this is infinitely 
ſhort of what the high Eternal Majeſty (who 
is incomprehenithle in all his works of won- 
der) hath here prepared for all his faithful 
followers. 

But that you may retain (added the Pro- 
phet the beſt idea of our happineſs, I here 
Will briefly repreſent unto you ( for ages ſpent 


in this delightful theme, would ſcarce ſuffice, 


to tell it you at large) what tis thoſe bleſſed 
Souls, who through the glorious purchaſe of 


our bright Redeemer, are brought hither, are]; 


here delivered from : and for your better un- 
derſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to conform 
my words to your capacity, by the compa- 

| ring 
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ring things that are here above to what you 
know below, although your eyes have told 
vou how infinitely Heavenly Things tran- 
ſcend whatever can be found on earth, 
And in the. ſecond place, I ſhall repreſent 
(as far as your capacity will bear it) what is 
that Happineſs the bleſſed here enjoy. 

Firſt then, The Souls of all the bleſſed 
here are freed for ever, from whatſoever it 


is can make them miſerable; the chief of 


which, you are not 1gnorant, 1s Sin; It 1s 
only that which brings the creature into mi- 
ſery and entails it on him: The bleſſed God, 
at firſt, made all things happy; all like him- 
ſelf, who is ſupremely ſo; and had not ſin 
defaced the beauty of Heaven's workman- 
ſtip, angels nor men hag never known what 
is meant by milery : It was ſin threw the 
apoſtate angels down into Hell, and ſpoiled 
the beauty of the lower word : It was fin de- 
faced God's Image in man's ſoul, and made 
the Lord of the Creation à ſlave to, his own 
luſt; and by ſo doing, plunges himfelf into 
an ocean of eternal miſery, from whence 
there is no redemption ; and ſure it is an in- 
valuable mercy, that in this happy placeallthe 
inhabtants are freed, for ever treed from 
ſin, through the Blood of our Redeeming ]x- 
sus: To whom bleſſing, honour, pocoer, glory, 
end eternal praiſes, be La for ever, Below, 
3 | 
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the beſt and holieſt ſouls groan underneath the 
burden of corruption : Sin cleaves to all they 
do, and leads them captive oft-times againſt 
their wills. Who Hall aeliver me, has been the 
cry of many of God's faithful ſervants, who 
at the ſame time have been dear to Jeſus, 


Sin is the heavy clog of Saints themſelves, 


while they are embodied in corrupted fleſh ; 
and therefore when they lay their bodies 
down, their ſouls are like a bird looſed from 


its cage, and with an Heavenly vigour mount 
up to this bleſſed region, triumphing over 


fin, with which belov they ſtill maintained 
a combat. But here their warfare is at an 
end, and Death is ſwallowed up in Victory. 
Here their bright {ouls, that were below de- 
formed and ſtained by fin, are by the Ever- 
bleſſed ſeſus, preſented to the Eternal Father, 
without ſpot or wrinkle, 

But Secondly, As here the bleſſed ſouls are 
freed from fin, ſo are they I:Kewife from al! 
occaſions oſ it; which is a great addition to 
our happineſs, Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, 
tho! he was in his firſt creation perfectly in- 
nocent, and free from ſin, yet was he not 
freed from temptations to it, which was his 
great unhappineſs: Satan got into Paradiſe 
to tempt him, and he too fatally yielded to 
his tegnpiations: He eat of the forbidden 
fruit, and fell ; Ind by his f. Il, the human 

nature 
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the nature, and conſequently his poſterity, are 
all corruptcd : Sin, Ike a gangrene, having 
-at into the human nature, and corrupted all 
mankind, 
And that corruption, Which every mor- 
al harbours in is breaſt, is a moft dangerous, 
es, land oft-times prevailing tempter : But here 
h; Each blefled foul is likewiſe {reed from this. 
lies No Devil here can tempt them, nor no cor- 
om ſſruption enter: Nothing but what is pure and 
unt holy can find admiſhon here: No ily ſug- 
ver figcſtions from that apoſtate Spirit can moleſt 
ned us here: That Roaring Lion that below is in 
an a conſtant motion, ſtill traverſing the earth, 
ry. Jand ſeeking whom he may devour, is, with 
de- reſpect to us in this bleſſed region of life and 
er- inmortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chains, 
ier, and ſhut up fate in an infernal priſon, doom- 
ed to the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor ſhall 
are the world (which by the fall of man has loſt 
all [its beauty, and is degenerated into aſhop of 
tofſemptineſs and vanity, and does by its be- 
He, | witching charms and falſe allurements, draw 
in- | thouſands to perdition) be any more a temp- 
not ter to thoſe bleſſed fouls who have through 
his] Faith and Patience overcome its wiles, and 
be arrived ſafely here. As ſtrong as its tempta- 
to] tions and allurements are to ſaints themſelves, 
den] who are ſ{ti]Fmilitating with it in the world 
nan] below, we that are here poſſeſſed of Heavenly 
ure Manſions, 
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Manſions, look with contempt on all terrene 
enjovments: We here are got above the CE 
world, and all thatit can tempt us with; "7 
and through the blood of our triumphing lie 
Jeſus, have got the victory over it, as theſe 
bright palms we bear do evidence. There 
is nothing here that can diſturb our peace, 
but an eternal calm crowns all our happineſs, 
being freed from ſin, and all temptations to 
it. And as a conſequent hereof, 

Thirdly, We here are freed ſrom the ef. 
fects of lin, and that his Puniſhment ; which 
thoſe that are confined to the dark regions of 
eternal miſery are ever groaning under ; as 
that which they cannot bear, and yet as that 
which they muſt ever ſuffer. It was fin that 
uſhered Death into the world below, and by 
Heaven's high decree, is the juſt wages oi 
it, as every mortal finds: But through the Ray 
conqueſt of the Prince of life, the Lamb of * 
God, ſlain from the world's foundation, who ble 
by his dying overcame both Death, and kim ort. 
that had the power thereof, the Devil, tri- * 
umphing over Sin, Death, and Hell; ſin, * 
death, and hell are baniſked hence for ever: 3 
For which eternal ſongs of praiſe and tri- i ., 
umph are ever rendered to his holy name. | 
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Theſe are the things continued the great this f 
Prophet) we are in thi: bleſſed ſtate delivered 


from ; and yet theſe make up but the lealt 
| part 


parti. 
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part of the Happineſs of Heaven : Our joys 
re poſitive, as well as privative ; and what 
$1 e are, I now proceed to ſnew you. | 
I. We here enjoy the Beatijick Vifon, the 
were ſpring and eternal ſource of all our 
:ineſs: But what this 1s I can no more 

Lec <* 4h than finite creatures comprehend in- 
unity ; only we find that it continually irra- 
iates our underſtandings, and fills our ſouls 
vith joy unſpeakabl e and full of glory; and 
vith a love ſo flaming, that nothing but the 
leted Author of it can ſatisfy ; nor not Eter- 
= itlelf can terminate: It is the reflecting 
rightneſs of the Divine Preſence, and tran- 
bende. ly glorious em anations of his good 
7 that is the life of our lives, the foul of 
zur ſouls, and the heaven of heavens; and 
that which makes us live, and love, and fing, 
ar d praiſe for ever; and which transforms 
our ſouls into his bleſſed likeneſs. -The ſaints 
below, whillt they are travelling towards this 
bleſſed country, are ih their pilgrimage ſup- 
porte d by his everlaſting arms, by which. 
they are enabled to go from grace to grace: 
But we that are ſafe landed on the haven of 
IEiernal Happineſs, are changed from Glory un- 
to Glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. But to 
bring things nearer to your underſtanding, by 
this beholding of God's Face, we haveareal 
participation and enjoyment of his love, _ 
S 
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his bleſſed ſmiles make glad our ſouls, andi ! 


in his favour we rejoice continually ; for in gra. 
tus favour is life. And then by this bleſſed in p 
Vition of God. we come to know him above ch. 
whatever any did below; for it is a ſight ot ſis ir 
him that irradiates our underſtandings, andfjis n 
gives us ti! lighit of the kno ved of the glory of but 
Go l in the face of Jeſus Chriſt: So that though itt 
be impoſſible to comprehend the Divine Ma. mor 
jeſty, (for who can find out the Almighty to per- our. 
fection ) yet we have here a perfect apprehen- one 
ſion of his nature and divine attributes. deat 
II. We heve here not only the Beatrfick ded, 
Fiſton, whereby we ſee God as he is; but we our 
have a real enjoyment and fruition of him; hee 
and thereby come to be united to him, and pine 
to live in him. and he in us; vhereby we pelo 
come to be partakers of the Divine Nature, ast 
which ſhines forth in us with a reſplendent [God 
brightneſs. In the world below, the ſaints as w 
do indeed enjoy God in his ordinances; but n it 
here we all enjoy him face to face: Below, finter 
the ſaints enjoy God in meaſure, but here we was 
enjoy him withaut meaſure : There they have there 
| ſome ſips of his goodneſs, but here we havefſfeaul, 
large draughts thereof, and ſwim in the row 
koundleſs ocean of happineſs : Below, the Nay 
ſaints communion with God is many times art! 
broken off, and diſcontinued ; but here weed | 
have an uninterrupted enjoyment of God, now 
without intermiſſion or cellations IIL 
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and 
in 


III. Here we enjoy the perfection of all 
grace: In the world below, the ſaints ſee but 
edn part, and know but in part; but here, that 
oveſlwhich is perfect being enjoyed, that which 
of lis imperfect is done away: Below, love is 
and lis mixed with fear, and fear hath torment 3 
of ibut ere, love is perfect, and perfect love caſt- 
h it eth out fear: Here we love the bleſſed God 
more than ourſelves, and one another like 

- ourſelves : We here are all the children of 
One Father, and all our brethren are alike - 
dear unto us: Below our love was ſtill divi- 
fickRded, and run in ſeveral channels; but here 
we our love has but one ſtream, and centers in 
he ever-bleſſed God, the tountain of ourhap- 
dineſs. Our knowledge likewile inthe world 
below was very 1mperfett, ſceing but darkly, 
through a broken mirror; but here we ſee 
Jod as he is, and ſo come to know. him 
ntsflas we are known. Our joy is likewiſe here 
but n its perfection; in the world below it was 
dw, Pnterrupted by forrow and ſighing, and it 
we was neceſſarily ſo, for where there is fin, 
ave Itliere will be ſorrow: But here all fin (the 
ave fcauſe of ſorrow) being done away, all for- 
the row (the effect of fin) ſhall likewiſe ceaſe: 
the Nay our very ſorrow for ſin, when upon 
nes earth, does (through the bounty of our bleſ- 
we ed Redeemer) give an acceſſion to our joy, 


dd, now we are here. 
IL BB 
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IV. Here we have our capacities enlarged 
according to the greatneſs of the objects 

have to contemplate; gvhilit we were in tl 
world below. no lightic 011d ſhine into © 
minds, but through the-windows of our fe 
* and therefore it was the bleſſed Gal 
as pleaſe O conaetc end to our Capacitie 
Kean to adapt the expre ons of his Majeſt 
to the na towneſs of our imaginations: Bu 
here, the evelation of the Deity is mud 


more glorious, and our minds are clarife( 


from all thoſe carchly image 5 that flo Wiſ 
through the g1 ois ci nannels of the ſenſes. Be leat 
low, our pureſt con cept tions of God wenlevid 
very imperfect: But here the gold is ſepara T 
ted trom the drofs. and our . eptions anferen 
more Proper and becoming the fümplicity an{our | 
. of Cod. Below, the obje ©ts of glo * 
were hum bled to the perceptions of ſenſe nto 
"Offs $9 3 e ſenfible n ace raiſed anqinha 
refived, and made the {ubjetts of glory pleat 
Now therefore, that the Divine Light ſhinqquntte 
with direct hęeams, and the thick curtains d he I 
fleih are piritua lized and tranſparent, tn d 1 


ſoul enjoys the cleareſt Vi ſions of God. Vene 
now foe what we before believed of the gle 
rious nature of the ever-blefied God, his def worl 
Crees and count: Is, his rovidence and di 
penſatlons. We here clearly ſ ſge, that; 
Eternity; God was ſole exiſting, but ne 


lolitary 
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ged. itary; and that the Godhead is neither con- 
5 wuſed in unity, nor divided in number; that 
here is a priority of order, but no ſuperiori- 
y among the ſaered Perſons of the ineffable 
rinity, but that they are equally poſleſt of 
She ſame divine excellences, and the ſame 
Wivioe empire, and are equally the object of 
he {ame divine adoration. Thoſe ways of 
od, that ſeemed below unſearchable, and 
hat we thought unlawful to enquire into, 
five here perceive to be the product of divine 
iſdom, with ſo much perſpicuity and 
learneſs, that Truth itſelf is not more 
&vident. 
aral Theſe things _ the prophet in'a dif- 
erent tone) are ſome of thoſe that conſtitute 
Jour happineſs. | 


lonfi Yet all theſe things are enly what relate 
nſelunto our ſouls : But ſtill the happineſs of the 
annbabitants of this bleſſed region is not com- 
orypleat, until their bodies are raiſed, and re- 
ine nfted to their ſouls; in which, through 


Jthe Divine munificence, myſelt and the bleſſ- 
Fed Enoch, do enjoy a more peculiar preſe- 
Irence, being tranſlated hither in the body. as 
types both to the Anti and Poſt-Diluvian 
deflworld, of the reſurrection of the ever-adora- 
dif} ble Son of God, and of all the ſaints through 
end him. Now becauſe none but the great A/ 
ah, has been . raiſed from tlie * 

8 
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s ere purify'd from all corruption, but as 
,owhcy were ſuſtain'd by the enjayment of God, 

angithout any material refreſhments, as meat, 
dig ink, ſleep, and rayment, which. were the 
Sta pport of our bodies below. Have ou not 

= //a:4 the Prophet ) that the bleſſed Jeſus, 
ter his reſurect ion, appeared in his body to 


e s diſciples, when they were met together in 
reelchamber, and the doors ſhut about them; 
higFhich plainly evidences the tenuity thereof; 
rtiehd yet he call'd to St. Thomas to come and | 
t MC hs hand, and thut it into his fide, which , 
| SiÞews it as plainly to be ſubſtantial. The 


emngeatifeck Vifuon is here what beth our ſouls 
$4 bodies live upon and are ſupported by 


II. Our bodies in the reſurretlion fall be 


TY 
1he:mortal, and uncapable of dying: Below 
nadicir bodies are all mortal, dying and periſh- 


g. and ſubje& to be crumbled into duft eve- 
moment: But here our bodies will be in- 
Prraptible, and freed from death for ever, 


imad our mortality he ſwallow'd up of life. 
en. Here I defired the Prophet to bear 
ich me a little, Whilſt I gave him an account 
my own nations in this matter. | 

Elijah. Say on, for I am. ready to reſolve 
TheFour doubt. in 
the Epen. I have learnt, ſaid I, in the holy 
We $530 D2 * ſcriptures 


Pr our corruption here ſhall put on incorrupiibn, 
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ſcriptures, that immortality is an attribute 
that belongs to God only, and not to men, 

- efpecially to the bodies of men, which every 
day's experience tells us are mortal. There. 
fore St. Paul tells 7imothy, that God oN 
hath immortality, | 

Elijan. When I ſay the bodies of the bleſſed 
here are immortal, I intend it of bodies in thei; 
raiſed ſtate, that then they are ſubjett unto 
death no more : Man in his corruptible Rate 
is mortal, and ſubject unto Death: Andf 


there is nothing more evident to all tha ne 
dwell in the world below, and even the bo“ 
dies of all thoſe glorified ſouls that are here, 1. 


are at this time kept under the power of 
death. But at the reſurection-ſtate, when 
they ſhall be raiſed up again, they ſhall then 
be immortal. And as to what you urge 
from the ſcripture, that the bleſſed God has | 
oN mortality, it is very true; he is moſt 0 
eminently and eſſentially ſo; whereas there Jeſu 
is no creature, either Angel or Man, that 
can in that ſtrict ſenſe be ſaid to be ſos We“, 
are immortal through his grace and favour, 
but God is immortal in his eſſence, and ha wer 
been ſo from all eternity; and in that ſenſe 

may well. be ſaid oN to have immortality, £ 
And therefore it will not be amiſs for you to 
obſerve, That whatever the bleſſed God is, 
he is eminently and eſſentially fo ; in wa 
IEID 
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ute eſpect, 'tis likewiſe ſaid of him, That He 
zen, nly is holy ; and there is none good but God, 
one righteous, nor none merciful but He: 
Fo whom be bleſling and glory, and ho- 
our, and praiſe, for ever and for evermore. 
meal Feu. J have one thing more to be ſatisfi- 
d in, and that is, that ſeeing there is only 
our ſelf and the prophet Enoch that are per- 
nitted in the body to be here, which you 
Fare pleaſed to ſay have ſuffered a change equi- 
alent to death, but died not; what aſſurance 

have you that the bodies of the bleſſed that 
Kare now under the power of death ſhall be 
aiſed again? For I fee they are glorioully 
bleſſed and happy without their bodies, and 
al ſcem not to have any occaſion for them, they 
roo have been long ſince periſhed and rotted in 
Icpeir graves: The greateſt thing that I think 
can be ſaid for it, is, that the ever bleſſed 
Jeſus, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, who was 
ha truly and really dead, is now alive, and lives 
We“ re 42 
Elijah. To this the prophet, interrupting 
hall me replyed, hat greater proof can you de- 
fre than this? ; 

Epen. What I have to ſay to that, is, that. 
the body of the blefſed Jeſus never ſaw cor- 
ruption ; and that there 15 no inſtance of any 
- of body that ever ſaw corruption, that was yet 
raiſed to life and immortality. 

„ . -  Elyah. 
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Elijali. To this the prophet again fac 
ed, that tho' it was true, there had been no 
ſuch inſtance, yet was the reſurection of the 
body as ſure as the preſent glorification of the 
foul ; for as the bleſſed Jeſus died as a pub- 
lick perſon, ſo did he alſo riſe again; and 
therefore is ſaid to be the firſt fruits from the 
dead He is the head of the church, and can- 
not be compleat without his body, who in 
their order ſhall be rai fed up tobe with him 

for ever. The body ſhall be awaked out of 
its dead fleep, and as I was ſaying, quicken- 
ed into a glorious immortal Life: The body 
is an eſſential part of man, as well as the 
ſoul: And though the inequality be great 
in their holy operations, yet their concur- 
rence is neceſſary. Good e in the world 
below, were — deſigned by the counſel, 
and reſolution of the ſoul, but performed by 
the miniitry of the body: And every grace ſhe | 
expreſſes itſelf in viſible actions thereby . In put e 
the ſorrows of repentance, tears were ſuppli- Iis, w 
ed by the bodily eyes; and in thankgivings, fas yo 
the tongue was uſed to break forth in the Im 
Praiſes of God: And all the vittories over ¶ſame 
pleaſure and pain below, were obtained by bein 

the ſoul in conjuction with the body, And whe: 
can yon think {faid the Pr nou "s that the imm 
Divine Goodneſs will deal fo differently with fed] 
ther, that the _y ſhould be everlaſtingly Nage.. 


happy, 
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appy, and the body be loſt in forgetfulneſs ? 


he one glorified in heaven, the other remain 
the duſt ? From the firſt ſetting out in the 
-orld below to the grave, they both ran the 
ame race, and therefore ſhall enjoy the ſame . 
ward, When the Crown of Righteouſneſs 
nd Glory ſhall be given to the Bleſſed at the 
;reat Day in the view of all, both ſoul and 


ody ſhall partake of the Honour thereof. 


nd this added the Prophet is, 1 believe, 
nough to ſatisfy your doubt, as to the reſur- 
ection of the body. 

Epen., To which I replied, That I had 
othing further to object in that paꝛticular.—- 
and then deſired him to go on in deſcribing 
he Glory of the Body in the Reſurrection: 

ate. \ | 
Upon which the Prophet thus proceeded * 

Elijah. I have already told you, 'That 
he bodies of the Bleſſed ſhall be immortal; 
but cannot for all that be ſo immortal as God 

is, who is ſo eminently and eſſentially fo, that, 

as you well obſerved, he is ſaid ov to have 
Immortality ; nor yet are they immortal in the 
ſame ſenſe as are the bleſſed Angels, who, 
being immaterial ſubſtances, are 15 created; 
whereas man was created mortal, and has his 
immortality through the purchaſe of the bleſ- 
ſed I 2s us, and renovation of the Divine Im- 


age. Nor is the immortality thus purchaſed | 


for 


* 
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o 


for us, like that of the apoſtate ſpirits, who 
are immortal too; but it is with ſuch an im. 
mortality asbring along withit agreaterwo1ght 
of miſery, Their immortality is ſuch a curſe 
as mak es them wiſh athoufand thouſand times 
that they might be annihiliated: But that 
Blefled Immortality which we enjoy, is that 
which is the Happineſs'of heaven, and there- 
fore rightly ftiled, a Glorious Immortality, and 
gives us an allurance, that the Flappinels we 
now enjoy, we ſhall enjoy for ever. 

III. Another Happineſs the bodies of 
the Bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they are Im- 
paſſtble, and ſo are made incapable of ſuffer- 
ings: Below, the Saints themſelves have 
oftentimes their bodies made ſo many ſhops I ple 
of miſery; or like an hoſpital, full of diſea- 
ſes which are the common harbingers of Gra. 
death; or when they are not ſo, are ſome- 
thing worſe than it; the pains and infirmities 5 
oftheir bodies being ſuch, as oftentimes make like. 
death much more deſirable than ſuch a life, ¶ jead 
How many times are even good men racked I with 
with the govt, or tortured by the ſtone, with I. 
moſt exquiſite and excruciating pains? So @..;. 
that though they abound in the fllneſs of all N that 
thoſe things that mortals count the bleſſings ¶ non 
: of the life below, yet are they thereby all bod: 
imbittered to them by thoſe tormenting pamsl tion 

which have ſeized upon their bodies. Hes 
i WAere 


Vifiens of Heaven | 45 


chere this is not, but men have healthy, 
rong and v 28 bodies, they often meet 
vith other fufferings, and are expoſed to 
unger, thirſt, cold and nakedneſs; which 


"Sender their lives very much uncomfortable : 


here many times, they are ſhut up in pri- 
lons, immured between ſtone walls, and are 
as it were buried while they are alive, and 
are as men forgotten in the world. All 
hich conſidered, muſt needs render their 
odies miſerable while below. 
But in this Happy Region no ſuch evils can 
ttack them; here their conditionisextremely 
different ; no curſe can enter here; and ſuch 


are all thoſe things I have related, as being 


only the effects of fin. My body is incapa- 
ble of ſuffering any evil, either of fin or 
ſorrow ; but on the contrary, through the 
Grace of the Bleſſed Son of God is now be- 
come a receptacle both of Light and Glory, 
and ſo ſhall all the bodies of the Saints be 
likewiſe in their reſurrection- ſtate. Which 
leads me to declare the fourth endowment, 
with which our bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed. 

IV. Another happineſs our bodies ſhall 
enjoy in the bleſſed ReſurreRion-ftate; is, 
that they ſhall be truly beautiful, And this is 
none of our leaſt privileges; ſor below, our 
bodies are but vile bodies, tending to corrup- 
tion in the grave, warms gnaw and feed up- 
on 
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on their fleſh, and thence proceeds a loath» 
ſome ſavour; at the beſt, they are but hou- 
ſes of clay, and their foundation is in the 
duſt, but here it ſhall be otherwiſe; for the 
bodies of the Saints ſhall.be;freed from thoſe 
innocent infirmities that were inſeparable 
from Adam in Paradiſe, whoſe ſoul united 
to the body was the fountain of the natural 
ſenfitive life, which being in a perpetual 
flux, there was a neceſſity of continual re- 
pairs to preſerve his life in vigour : Where. 
as in this bleſſed ſtate, the body ſhall be ſpi- 
ritual in its qualities, and the principle of 
1s life ſupported by the ſupernatural power 
of the ſpirit, without outward nouriſhment; 
and not only ſo, but a ſubſtantial and un- 
fading glory ſhall ſhine in them, infinitely 
above the perifhing pride of this world, and 
the glory of the fleſh, and be made like unto 
the glorious Body of Chriſt, who will change 
our vile bodies, that they may be faſhioned 


according to the working of that mighty 
power, whereby he 18 able toſubdue allthings 


he will put upon the body, ſhall be the work 
of his own hands: are where omnipatence 
interpoſes, _—_ is difficult. For the 
beautifying of a raiſed body; and putting it 
into an immortal {tate of glory, is as oy 


like his glorious body; and this he will do, 


to himſelf: This tranſcendent beauty, which 
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the Divine Power, as the firſt framing it in 
the womb, | | 9 

V. Another part of our happineſs is that 
our bodies fhall be agile bodies, and move 
with an inconceiveable ſwiſtneſs; our bodies, 
while below, are lumpiſh and heavy, and 
are as clogs to the ſoul ; but in the raiſed ſtate 
it ſhall be otherways: Our bodies ſhall be 
like the chariots of Aminadab, and move far 
ſwifter than the winged fowls in the aerial 
heavens. 

VI. Another thing in which our happi- 
neſs will very much conlift, is, that our bo- 
dies then (as mine is now) Mall be all pure: and 
this is an exceeding privilege; for though 
they ſhould have all the other fe remention- 
ed qualities, and be immortal, ſpiritual*1m- 
paſſible, beautiful and ſwift, yet if they ſtill 
were ſinful it would blemiſh all the reſt, and 
would even ſpoil the happineſs we here en- 
joy in Heaven, if fin could enter here. But 


J it is far otherwiſe; our glory is, that here 


our very bodies ſhall be pure, and have no 
ſpot of ſin at all upon them. Below, indeed 
the bodies of the — are clogged with ſin, 
and fettered with temptations, which makes 
them to cry out, O wretched man ! who' ſhall 
delzver me from this body of death 2 But here -- 
they ſhall enjoy that bleſſed redemption of 

their bodies, which they wait for —_— 
| II. 


. 
| 
' 
= 


_ bleſſed Jeſus, he it is ſhall change our vile ani 


- which might be further ſtill related; nor | 
could you underſtand it, if I ſhould. For days 
there are ſome things here that we enjoy, likethe 


was, with ſuch a lump of unrefined fleſh) to 
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VII, And to conclude, the bodzes of th 
ſaints, Mall, in there reſurrettion-ſtate, be gl a 
rious bodies; ſo glorious, that they ſhall haye 
a near reſemblance to the glorious body offi 
our bleſſed redeemer. And this the diving 
oracles inform us, as alſo how it ſhall be 
wrought: The glorious Lamb. of God, the 


eorruptible bodies, and make them like to his own 
glorious body ; it is by his power that th, 
ſaints bodies, that by their being turned int 
corruption, are ſown in ſuch diſſionour, ſhai 
be raiſed in glory and in that bleited reſurrec 
tion- ſtate, all tine more bright than the Jun 1 
ths triumpliant kingdom of their father, 

And thus, my ſon, ſaid the great prophet t 
me, have I informed thee briefly, where 
the glory and the happineſs. of this bleſſed 
ſtate, we here enjoy, conſiſts. Not that 
herein I have ſaid the thouſandth part of tha 


the white ſtoue, and the new name, which u thro: 

one knows, but he that does receive it. brig 
Epen. The holy prophet having made chat 

end, I humbly thanked him for the infor whe 

mation he ind given me: And told him, 

that though I was incapable (cloathed as | 


underſt ad 


f th 
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nderſtand all I had heard, or utter what I ſaw ,, 
et I had ſeen and heard enongh for ever to 


Fonvince me both of the excellency and rea- 
ity of heavenly things: Which in the world 


Pelow, ſo many queſtion, and ſo few believe. 


But let it vot offend my Lord, ſaid 1 tn 


W he prophet, if I defire yet further ra be re- 


olved in ſome few things. 
Elijah, Speak. and I will endeayour te 
give you ſatisfaction, 
Eten. The firſt thing, ſaid I, I would hum- 
ly aſk, is how the bleſſed here, which are 


recYhut creatures, tho' thus glorified, and there- 


fore finite ſtill, can have ſo perfect an idea ofthe 
pcomprehenſible and infinite Three-One to 
now him % as we our ſelves are known, as you 
before affirmed, or elſe it was my weak.ets, 


Wo miſunderſtand you fo ? 


Elijali. In ſaying fo, I did affirm no more 
than what the ſacred oracles contain: Far 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the 
days of his fleſh to them that then inhabited 
the world below, told them, th:y then ſaw 
through a glaſs but darkly ; but that in theſe 
bright regions they ſhould ſee him face to face ; 
that then himſelf knew but in part, but that 
when he was once got hither, he fhould know 
him even as he was known. But, my ſon, ſaid 
the prophet theſe words are not to he un- 
derſtood according to the exactnefs of the 

E * CX 
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expreſſion ; for the ſun that lights the lowe 
world, may as well be included in a ſmall 


ſpark of fire, as the incomprehenfible and inf 


nite God may be comprehended by our finit i 
faculties : For beyond the fulleſt diſcoverie 


we can poſſibly make of the deity, there re: 
mains {till an intire infinity of perfections th 
knowledge whereof is altogether unattainabk 
by the moſt intelligent of all t hoſe gloriou 
ſpirits, that are the bright and the continua 
attendants. of che throne, and therefore that 
expreſſion, As we are known, which gave you 
ſo juſt an occaſion to enquire into the Tenſe 
of it. is to be taken as a note of imilitude, and 
not of equality: The dim light of a candle as 
truly ſhines as the bright luminary of t 
day; but not with the ſame extent and ſplen- 
dor. And thereforc the ſum of what J can 


= Afay to this point, is, that we have here as 
perfect knowledgeof the Bleſſed God, as crea- 
_ tcd beingsare capable of receiving, or ourown 
hearts of deſiring, 

Eþen, I then returned my humble thanks 
to the great Prophet, and aſſured him, hi 
anſwer had intirely ſatisfied me, and that | 


found it was only the deficiency of my own 
underſtanding that had given him that trou- 


ble, 
Elijah. Still you miſtake the ſtate that | 
am in, replied the Prophet, for there is no 


ſuch 


4 - 


1 
f 
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uch thing as trouble here, nor can there he; 
or the diffuſing of the knowledge of the 
Ever; bloſſed God, and ſetting forth his bright 
Eternal Execllencies, andthe diſplayingof his 
lory, is that which gives the Bleſſed here 
he greateſt fatisfaction and delight; and 
vhic! will ever do fo, throughout the nu- 
erous ages of eternity. 
Epen. Then, with an air of greater con- 
Ifdence, I told the Holy Prophet, I had ano- 
ther queſtion yet to aſk him. 
Elijah. Say on, and I will anſwer you. 
Ehen. I ſaw among the many bleſſed fouls 
I palſed by, as my bright Meſſenger conveyed 
me to you, fome that appeared to me to ſhine 
with greater brightneſs x tp the other, which 
gave me a defir* to be informed whether or 
no there be not among the Bleſſed different 
degrees of Glory, | e 
Elijah. The happineſs and glory which all 
the Bleſſed here enjoy, is the reſult ol their 
* communion with, and love unto, the Ever- 
bleſſed God, whoſe Beatiſical Vijtor here, as 
] have ſaid before, is the Eternal Spring 
from whence it flows; The more we ſec, the 
more we love ; and love aſſimilates our ſouls 
into the nature of the Bleſſed Object of it; 
and thence reſults our glory. This nceds 
muſt therefore make a difference in the de- 
bees thereof; Not as though there were 
| | ; ' "Ede any 
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any want of love to God, in any of the Blef- 
{ed here, for that is impoſſible: There is 
not one ſoul amongſt the numerous inhabz. 
tayts of this bright Region, but what adores 
and loves the Ever-bleiſed God-with all his 
utmoſt powers and faculties, But then it 
follows, that as thoſe powers and faculties 
are diflerent, their love muſt be ſo too, and 
ſo their glory. Nor is there any murmuring 
or repining in one, to {ce another's glory 
much greater than his own; but God is there- 
by magnified the more, as the eternal ſource 
of all their happineſs. Nor can there be room 
for a thought to think it otherwiſe : Who 
can complain, when all the faculties of each 
bleſſed ſoul is ſo repleniſhed with the bright 
emanations of the deity, that it can hold no 
morc? The ever-blefſed God is an unbound- 
ed ocean of light and life, and joy and hap- 
pineſs, ſtill filling every veſſel that is put 
therein, till it can hold no more; and though 
the veſſels are of ſeveral ſizes, whilſt each 
are filled, there's none that can complain. 
Beſides, each bleſſed ſoul is here wrought 
up, not only to an aquieſcence, but even to 
ſuch a ſatisfaction and complacency in the 
divine good pleaſure, that all their happineſ; 
conſiſts therein, Thus though the ſtars 
below are each one glorious, yet fince they 
are of different magnitudes, one ſtar ' exceeds 
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another ſtar in glory; and ſo, as the divine 
oracles inform you, it ſhall be in the reſur- 
rection- ſtate. My anſwer thereſore to your 
queſtion, is, that thoſe who have the moſt 
enlarged facultics, do love God moſt, and 
are thereby aſſimilated moſt into his likeneſs, 
which is the higheſe glory Heaven can give, 
Nor let this cem ſtrange to you, for even 
amongſt God's flaming miniſters, the bleſſed 
angels, there are diverſities of orders, and 
different degrees of glory. And theſeperhaps - 
were fome of thoſe you ſaw, as you paſſed 
hither. © 

Whilſt I was thus diſcourſing with the 
holy prophet, and with delight heard the 
ſolution of thote doubts that I deſire to be re- 
ſolved in, a ſhining form approached me 
laying, How ! Epenetus here. * 

I was ſurprized to here my name thus 
mentioned, and turning ſuddcnly about 1 
ſoon perceived it was the noble unis, my 
late deceaſed friend: who thus accoſted me. 

Jun. Dear Epenctus, I am glad to ſee you 
in theſe Bleſſed Regions; but am ſurpriſed 
to ſee you here not yet di veſted of mortal: - 
ty: Inſtruft me, ſriend, by what means you 
came hith-r, and alſo how it was you ob- 
tained this privilege ; for the unuſualneſs of 
ſuch a thing is that which makes me ſo in- 
quiſitive. | be” 


Eg | Fpen, 


Fhen, I was ſo over-joyed to ſee one of 
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my old acquaintance, and one with whom 


I had been ſo familiar in the world, that 1 


aſſayed to embrace him in my arms; which 
he refuſed, telling me mildly, He had ſome 
time ago laid down his body, which he had 


left below, reſting in hope until the reſurrec- 
tion; and that, though he was ſtill indeed 


a ſubſtance, yet it was an immaterial one, not 


to be touched by mortal. 
But how came you {faid he again, more 
earneſtly) tio be brought hither in your mor- 


tal 2nd unchanged body, - o 


Epen, 


I then related to him what I be: 


fore had ſpoken to Elijah, and told a large 


* . * 4 . - * 
in the prefixed introduction t- this Viſion, of 


my temptation and deliverance, 


Fun, Well Epenetus, {aid the Noble Ju- 
mas, 4 ſee then there was need enough of 


ſuch a lecture as I gave order to be {ct on foot 
in the poor world below, after my death, to 


evidence the being of the Deity, againſt a 
fort of mea, far worſe than thoſe in hell, 
who both believe the being of a Cod, and 


tremble at his juſtice, But, you, my friend, 


continued he, that had ſo long made a pro- 
feffion of his Truth, and had ſuch great ex- 
- gerience of his Goodneſs, that you ſhould 
after all be brought to queſtion his being and 
exiſtence, was, indeed, ſomething more than 


Or- 


ie P 
left u 
frien« 

Es 

eſt 7 
Bleſſ. 
ſuch 
in the 
meet 

Ft 

but o 

eſt k: 


''Thor 


they 
in th 
and t 
that | 
purcl 


Rede 


Fifions f Heaven. 85 


ordinary; and what I hardly could have e- 
er thought; and gives me freſii occaſions to 
tore the Ever-bleſſed God, who through his 
abundant Goodneſs has now delivered me 
from all thoſe ſnares the enemy of ſouls was 
aying for me; and thus preſerved me to his 
- Wicavenly Kingdom: Bleſſed for ever be his 
d Woly name. | | 
t the bleed Ela having heard what my 
friend Funnus ſaid, told me, he now would 
e leave me to my friend: and ere I was aware 
- Wtie Prophet winged away. Who having 
left us, I addreſſed myſelf thus to my noble 
friend. ä ES 
0 Epen. I could nat doubt, ſaid I, my dear- 
fWeft ſuntus, hut that thou wert one of the 
Blciſed Inhabitants of this happy region; for 
- ſuch a bright and flaming zeal as that whichg 
fin the world made thee ſoeminent, muſt needs 
meet with a ſuitable reward. —_ 
0 Fun, O Epenetas, anſwered he, wert thou 
a Þ but once dive fed of mortality, thou Would- 
„ eſt have other thoughts than what thou haſt: 
d Thou wouldeſt then fee how infinitely ſhort 
, | they fall of meritizg the leaſt reward; that 
- in the world below have done their utmoſt 
and that it is only Grace free and unmerited, 
d chat brings the ſoul to glory. For Heaven is 
dj purckaicd at no other price, than that of the 
nf Redecmer's, Precious Blood: Whaſe Dying 
oO IF 5 » - + ene 
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Love, and whofe Redeeming Mercy, is ſe 
unſpeskably, ſo vaſtly great, eternity wil 
ſcarce luthce to utter it. 

Eten, Well, faid I, worthy Junius. 

Jun. Call me not worthy (laid he, inter: 
rupting me) for none are worthy here, bu 
Ile that fats upon the Throne, and the Bleſ. 
| Ted Lamb of God: And to aſcribe all glory 

unto him, is here a great part of our happt 
neſs; for.there are Myriads of Saints and 
Angels round the Throne, continually cry: 
ing with a loud, but yet melodious voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive 
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Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength Efe 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſing. No, no, peliev. 
een he) my Epegetns, Here is no afſÞl am 1 
cribing any thing to creatures: Here theyſfenoug 

that wear the brighteſt Crowns, caſt them thing 
before the Throne, faying, Thou art worthy, ſiciled 1 
O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Great 
— . eare!] 
Epen. Dear Juniũt, bear with me, ſaid I, Ino 


a little, becauſe I am ſtill clogged with morta- hearin 
lity: O, that I were but once diveſted of it! Jof Di. 
That I, with thee, might fee, the Great Ito {ins 
Three-One; and feeing, be transformed into Ihis Pr 
his likeneſs ; which (as I have heard the Bleſ. Jare all 
ſed Elijah tell) is the Completion of all hap- under; 
pineſs. | | 

Jun. My dear Epenetus, teplyed Jundig O my 

9 wich 
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Movith an air compoſed of Love, and Sweet- 
ies, the Beatiſich Liſton is that which does 
ndecd compleate our Happineſs, and fills 
dur ſouls with Love and Joy that 1: inexpreſ- 
„ble; and which is only known by them 
utWhat feel it. But you malt know, my Epen- 
tus, the ſtrongeſt and the moſt enlarged te 
ulties of all the bright intelligences here, can 
bear but little of thoſe radiant fluxes of Di- 
ine Glory, they are ſoc overcoming: For 
here is no compariſon between the moſt ca- 
epacious of created beings, and the Ineſfable 
wlGlory of the Great Creator, 
Eten. O Noble Junius, I replied, I readily 
o Helieve what youhaveſaid: But yet methinks, 
am willing to know all I can never know 
ynough of. And fince I know there is no- 
nſthing more delightful than to be always exer- 
„eiſed in the diſplaving of the Glory of the 
d Great Author of your Happineſs, deny not, 
eareſt Junius, to your friend (for ſuch you 
„ Inow I ever was and am) the ſatisfaction of 
„hearing from your lips, the mighty wonders 
Hof Divineſt Love; that I may join with you 
t to ſing his Praiſe: Diſplay thoſe Myſteries of 
o his Providence, which to the world belo:y 
„are all ænigma's, but to your now | enlarged 
» Y underſtanding. are ſeen in their true light. 
Jun. The Praiſes of the Divine Majeſty, 
10 my dear Epenel us, will be the mighty wh 
| | Jet 
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ject of our {uy | 
nity; in which both Saints and Angels join 
together, and make up one great chorus, 
And therefore that which you have aſked of 
me, Iwill gladly undertake. That you may 
fee, by that which he has done that he alone 
is worthy of your Love, and of thoſe praiſes 
we aſcribe unto him, For the moſt ardent 
love of all the bleſſed Saints and Angels here, 
is nothing elſe but the Reflection of his Love 
to us: For he that lay in LovE's own Bo- 
ſom, tells us, We love him becaufe he firſt loved 
us, Since, therefore, my dear Epenetus, the 
Love of God to us is the foundation 'of our 


Love to him, let me preſent you firſt with 


an idea of his Love to us, and the advantages 


that we receive thereby, which are ſo very; 


many, they are paſt reckoning up, the migh- 
ty ſum exceeding all arithmetick can count. 
But that I may, as you were intimating, ſet 
things in a true light, I will firft ſhew ye 
how much we owe to his Love and Good- 
neſs. for all his free and undeſerved Favour 
vouchſafcd to us in the world below. —And 
therefore to begin. | 
Firſt, In the world below, we owed unts 
his Goodneſs no leſs than all the goc ds we 
were poſſeſſed of: All that we were, and al 
that we enjoyed, was wholly owing to him. 
For it was he that made us, and e 
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And we were in his hands ſo like the clay 


that is in the potter's, he might have made 
us other creatures: Nay more, we we ſo 
much that negative from whence we were 
extracted, that had he pleaſed, he might for 
ever have left us to that firſt nothing from 
whence we had our being. Needs muſt his 
Love then be the firſt — original Foun tain- 
Bleſſing; all other bleſſings being but as 
conduituipes, by which he = convey his 

Love unto us; and he that fees not througit 
all, is blind. Perhaps a man gets applauſe 
by his wiſdom, and through his induſtry, 
he heaps up treaſures but was it not from 
Gop he had that wiſdom? And did not he 


both give and proſper all his boaſted indut- 


try? Sure God as much gave us all we en- 
joyed as he that gives a beggar a thouland 
pounds, gives him his food and rai:.ent, and 
all that a thouſand pounds can he! > him to, 

and which he had been otherwiſe without. 
Secondly, But then, beſides all theſe more 
obvious Prefents of his Bounty, there were 
many things which in the world below we 
were delivered from, that do as much en- 
hance the value of the Divine Goodneſs to 
us; which although perhaps leſs conſpicu- 
ous, are no leſs prized by thoſe below, whom 
want of them makes ſenſible of their true 
value, Should I, my Ffenetus, but lead 
pour 


60 The World To Come : Or, 

your thoughts unto the gallies, and ſhey 
you there thoſe wretched captives that he 
chained unto their oars, expoſed to all the 
miſeries and'hardſhips of a tempeſtuous ſex, 
and yet do, through the barbarous uſage that 
they meet with on ſhore, leſs fear the ocean, 
than any port, ſave death. O, ſhould ! 


draw the curtains of fick and dying men, 


and open to you that ſad ſcene of ſorrow, on 
which ſo many pine and languiſh by diſtem. 
pers, ſo very grievous to be borne, that death 
is rather to be choſe than life: Or ſhould 1 
bring you to the hoſpitals, and ſhew you 
there the various ſhapes of human miſeries, 
would you not, my dear Zþenetus, think it 
a Mercy worth acknowledging, to be deli- 


vercd from them? And ought we not to 


prize that Divine Goodneſs who has thus 
made Qs differ, and freed us from thoſe vari- 
ous jorts of puſeries to which fo many mor- 
tals are expoſed? Not but ſometimes his 
wifdom ſoc: it meet to exerciſe his own be- 
loved children with long continued ficknels 
and ſharp pains, and other outward great 
calamities: Eut this my Epenetus, is Till 
further evidence of Love, and that he might 
preſerve tli.em from the far worfe contagion 
of their ſins, or cure them of the evil habit; 
which they, had contratied, Have you not: 
leen, my Epenelus, 


(when in the world below 
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a tender mother apply a painful cauſtic! to 
th: neck of her beloved infant, when threa- 
tened with an apoplexy? And have you not 
concluded from it, ſhe thinks the trouble of 
ar iſſue an inferior evil to convulſion- fits? 
So when we ſee the Ever-blefled God. our 
Heavenly Father, does ſend infirmities and 
croſſes, to reſcue thoſe he loves from under 
ſin's dominion, we ſafelv may conclude, he 
thinks affliction a far leſs evil than the g:1t 
of fin; ſince he is too wiſe ard too inthil- 
gent a phyſician to cure with ſuch a remedy 
as ſhall be worſe chan the diſeaſe. | 
You may remember. Epenetus, that God 
by Mofes gives the Ifrazlites a Caution, left 
proſperity (which is ſo apt to make men for- 
cet all but their enioyments) ſhould make 
any of them ſay in their hearts, My power, 
and the might of my hand hath gotten me this 
wealth ; but on the contrary. commands then 
to Rememb r the Lori ther Gol, for it is he 
that gives them power to get wealth, And there 
was nced enough of ſuch a cantion, for we 
were too apt to forget that God gave us c 
corn, and our wine, and our al, — But, 
Thirdly, The Divine Goodneſs exceed- 
ingly recommends the advantageouſneſs of 


Ihis Love to us, in that whilſt we were be- 


low, he gave us ſo great an earneſt of 
Spiritual Goods, and of expected Jays, 
Þ 


that 
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that made even that earneſt large cnough to 
fubſiſt upon with comfort; and which real. 
ly gut -· valued, and far tranſcended all thoſe 
momentary pleaſures it required us to forſake 
or keep up a title to Eternal Ones. 

But though the Mercies that the Ever-bleſ. 
fed God beſtowed upon us in the life below, 
were both ſo many and ſo great, as made it 
a fit theme to praiſe him for in -heaven; yet 
is his Love of a more lating date than any 
thing that is in the lower world: It dies not 
with our bodies, nor like the uſual cuſtom of 
our friends below, accompany us to our 
graves, and leave us: No, Epenctus, God's 
Love appears moit bright, when our dark 
eyc: are cloſed; and then cleaves cloſeſt to 
the ſoul, when the forſakes the body; givin 
cach bleſfed Saint that arrives here, * 
ground to ſay of him, what Naomi once did 
of Boaz, that he hath not left off his kindneſs ts 
the living and the dead. And therefore, Now 
indeed (ſays our great Saviour's happy favou- 
rite) are we te ſons of God ; and it doth not pet 
appear what we jh 


he ſha!! appear, we hall be like kim. And what 
that is, is now my preſent theme. 

It is the Love of God, thc Ever-bleſ>d 
God, my £penetus, that gives us this admul- 
fion into Heaven: Heaven the brig!\t Seat 
of ſo much Happineſs, that we here ſcarcely 

coun 


all be; But we know, when 


cou 
the 
of t] 
diſa 
141 tl 
do. 
tle t 
nett j 
thang 
tou? | 
peric 
light 
ſenſe 
{cen 
cy ic 
and 
pine 
Teal 
— f 
neſle 
appo 
worl 
pine; 
Imm 
Sacre 
deſor 
our t. 
low, 
coulè 
Eben 


Vifons of Heauan, 1 


count it amongſt our Joys, that Heaven is 
the ſeat of them. And here the excellency 
of the things that we poſſeſs, does as much 
diſappoint our expectations as in fruitions 
111 the world below, the emptineſs is wont to 
do. For you have already heard the Apoſ- 
tle tells us, Eye hath not ſcen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the 
tlungs winch God hath prepared for them that 
toe lam. And now, my Epeneiis, our ex- 


perience teils us ſo : Thoſe pure refined De- 


lights that we enjoy, not only ſtoop not unto 
ſenſe, but are ſublime enough even to tran- 
ſcend imagination. For whatſoever our fan- 
cy formed below, as the moſt perfect ideas, 
and moſt ahſtracted notions of complete hap- 
pineſs, our own more happy experience of 
greater, plainly evince, came ſhort of wat 
we find, Heaven is a ſoil, whoſe fruitful- 
neſſes is ſo confined to joy, that even our diſ- 
appointments and miſtakes, when in the 
world below, do here contribute to our Hap- 
pincſs, which does ſo much partake of his 


Immenſity, whoſe Gift it is, that even the 


Sacred Oracles themſelves give but a negative 
ceſcription of it; and does not only remove 
our thoughts, from all that. we enjoyed be- 
low, but does exalt them above whatever we 
could fancy there. Nor will you wonder, 
Ebenetus, that it ſhould be fo; if you will 
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but conſider, that here our ſaculties are not 
ogly gratified with ſuitable and acceptable 
objects, but are ſo heightned and enlarged, 
that our capacities are both incieaſed and 
Hlled. You know, that in the world below, 
a child. not yet releaſed out of the homely 
priſon of the womb, can chere have no ideas 
ot thoſe delights, which by the pleaſing noi- 
ſes ard the 4luttering objects that will preſent 
themſelves io him after his birth, will be 
afforded him. And the ſame child, whilſt 
he continue: in his nonage, though he may 
with delight look upon emblems finely drawn 
and painted, yet he cannot imagine what 
plealure the ſame objects will afford hin, 
when age and ſtudy ſhall have ripened his in- 
telleuals, and made him capable of under- 
ſtan ding the excellent moralities couched in 
thoſe curious emblems. Such a double ad- 

vantage, Fpenetus, among others, the admiſ. 

hon into theſe Sacred Manſions, brings to 
all thoſe to whom that Bleſſing is vouchſafed. 

For, beſides that ſet of objects, if J may fo 
ſpeak, ſo new and ſo peculiar to this place, 
that their ideas could neyer once enter into 
their thoughts before they were admitted hi- 
ther; beſides this our now enlarged capacities 
enable us, even in objects not aitogether un- 
known to us before, to perceive things for- 
meriy undifcerned, and derive thence both 
new 
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new and greater ſa:isfaftion and delight. 

Wonder not, my Epene(us, that in deſcrib- 
ing of theſe Glorious Things, [ ufe exprel- 
lions yon have not heretofore been uſed to 
hear; ſince my bright theme is more above 
our praiſes, than this Bleſſed Region is above 
the carth. Fer though my language may 
ſeem tumid and aſpiring, yet ſceming hyper- 
boles may well be uſed in the deſcription of 
felicities, which make the moſt hyperboles 
but ſeeming ones: For the Joys of Heaven 
appear (like what the ſtars do to the world 
below, by reaſon of their remoteneſs from 
them) extremely little, though really in them- 


ſelves they are fo vaſt, that a leſs than the 


largeft is much greater than th: biggeſt ob- 
ject upon earth: nay than the whole earth 
itſelf. And therefore, Epenetus, T endeavour 
(conſidering you are ſtill ctoathed with mor- 
tality) to give you an account of Heavenly 
Things, by repreſentations tranſcending what 
they appear to you, that I may thereby give 
you notions leſs inferior to what they truly 
are. 

For here, my Epenetus, the Bleſſed enjoy 
Happineſs enough to rectify all thoſe miſta- 
ken notions we Pad formed to ourſelves of it 
below. We are inſtructed here both how to 
name and rate all the Felicity which we poſ- 
ſels, which is made up of the Confluences 

Fz | of 
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of Perfection, ard Perpet: uty of all true Toys 
being made Happy ( (unli ike to what philoſs- 

phy WetenGs to do) not by the conſinement, 
hut full fruition of our utmoſt deſires, which 
neither fail in the choice of their objects, nor 
mils in the enjoyment of them but are un. 
erringly juſt, and infallibly accompliſhed. 
Here we not only fee, but are made like 
thole Blelled Saints we in the world below 
lo much admired. Thoſe Spirits of Juſt 
Men made perfect, of which the Divine O 
racles have told us, are here our conſtant and 
familiar company, into-whole Bleſſed Soci- 
ety we are not only welcome, but increaſe 
it. Here likewiſe we behold thoſe Glorious 
Spirits, whole nature does inveſt. them with 
ſo bright a luſture, that all the diſadvantage 
their di {guiſes gave them, when they ap- 
peared to us below, would ſcarce ſuffice to 
hinder us from making them the objects. of 
our acloration. ' 

But above all, we here behold, my Epe- 
netus, a ſight worthy the dying for that Bleſ- 
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foundation in the Divine Decree, that Glo- 
rious Saviour, of whom the Scriptures does 
ſo much and excellently entertain us; and 


who having done and ſuffered. ſo much for 
us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon 
the ſcore of his infinite Perfections, and up- 
On 
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Im. But there, my Epenetus, this Bleſſed 
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n , 
on the account of his ineſtimable Benefits, 
Yes, Epenttus, here we behold that Holy 
and Divine Perſon, who when he did vouch - 
ſafe to pitch his tent among the ſons of men 
below, and dwell with them on eartli, there- 
by to fit them, by his merits and example, 
to dwell with him in Heaven, did in ſo ad- 
mirable a manner mix an awfnl Majefty with 
an humble Meekneſs, and the aſſumed Inſirmi- 
ties of his Human Nature with the Corruſca- 
tions of his Divine, expreſſing in his whol& 
life ſo perfect and exemplary a virtue, with 
ſo much Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs towards 
thoſe that were aſpirers to it, though they 
came moſt ſhort of it, that even the Jews 
themſelves'could ſay of him, That he kad 
done all things well: Nay more, his very 
enemies that were employed to apprehend 
him as a malefactor, confeſſed to thoſe that 
ſent them ſo to do, that iev'r man halte like 


Son of God was in the form of a ſervant, 
which he put on, that he might ſuffer for 
us, and exerciſe his prieſtly and prophetic 
function in the world below: But here we 
ſee him in tl:at regal ſtate and condition that 
belongs to him by virtue of his Kingly Office, 
on the account whereof he 1s Kiled. The 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, all power 
and Authority being inveſted in him, both 

| in 
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in heaven and carth, encompaſſed with ſuch 
radiant Majeity and ſhining Splendor, that 
we may well eſteem him, what the great E. 
vangelick Prophet long ſince called him Tur 
ApMIRABLE. For here our raviſhed ſouls, 
by an attentive Contemplation of his Glo- 
ries, ſtill find more cauſe to imitate the 
ſpouſe in Solomon's myltick Epithalumium, 
who having dwelt upon the beauty of the 
ſeveral! excellencies that concurred to the ac- 
compliſhing the Divine Bridegroom, breaks 
out into this eprphonema, He 1s altonether lovely! 
His ſparkling eyes appear in his exalted Glo- 
ry on the Throne, (what the Beloved Diſci- 
ple long ſince repreſented them) like flames of 
active re, and does into the raviſhed breaſts 
ol the beholders, ſhoot Flames as pure, as 
holy and as deathleſs as what the Seraphims 


themſelyes conſiſt of. And ſurely, Epenctus, 


ſince the Divine Oracles do aſſure us, as ! 
have ſaid alrcady, It never entered into the 
heart of man to concetve what God ha: here we 
ſerved for thoſe that love him; that Glory can 
be but imperſectly expreſſed by the bare epi- 
thet of inconceiveable, with which the Bleſſed 
God rewards the meritorious ſufferings and 


obedience of the only begotten Son of his Love, - 
for whoſe ſake he is pleaſed to confer on all fl; 


the numerous Company of his Elect, ſuch 
unimaginable Glories, He that vouchſate 
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nto ſo many of his ſervants a brightneſs like 
that of the ſtars, you cannot but think, Epe- 
retus, does communicate a far more radiant 
Inter to the Sox oF RIGHTEOUSNESS; al- 
hough your preſent mortal ſtate denies you 
o behold the Brightneſs of his Glory. 

But all this Glorious Greatneſs of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, does not yet make his 
Kindneſs leſs familiar, but only more oblig- 
ing: For he dildains not even after his aſcen- 
jon hither, to ſay, Beho!1, I land at the door 
and knock ; if any man hear my voice and en 
the door, I wits come in to lum, and will ſup 
with him, and he with me. And that King, 
In the parable by whom our Bleſſed Lord is 
epreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to welcome 
2ach individual truſty ſervant with a peculiar, 
ell done, good and faithful ſervant. 

Wonder not, Epenctus, that I ſeem ſo ſo- 
licitous to give you an account of the high 
Dignity and ſi.per-eminent Felicity of our 
Exalted Saviour. and that I have endeavoured 
thus to let you know that the Bright Sun of 
Righteouſneſs is now incapable of ſuffering 
4 lechpſes, but ſhines with an unclouded and 
, $42<qualled Splendour; and that I now ſee 
Ls, who fas the Author to the Hebrews 
peaks) Vas made a little lower than the Angels, 
crowned with Glory and Honour. For it makes 


Heaven to be more than Heaven to me, to 
find 
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find him reigning here, who ſuffered ſo much 
for me in the world below, And our Re- 
deemer's Happineſs, which is ſo great, and 
ſo ineffable, brings an increaſe to ours accord 
ing to the ardency of our love to him, Nay, 
further, Epenctus, let me add, that though 
our joys are here ſo great, they do not nced 
endearing circumſtances, (yet dees it make 
our happineſs more happy, as it is a proof 
of our Redeemer's Love) than as it is a do- 
native of his Bounty. 

it was matter of Rejoicing to the dif- 
graccd Apottles, that they were counted wor 
thy to ſuffer frame for his Name, how much 
think you, is their Joy, now they are ad. 
mitted to reign with him? His having ſup- 
ported the hardſhips and toils, to which the 
aflicted condition of our mortality was expo- 
ſed, did ſo much alleviate them, and refreſh 
rs ander them, that even in this ſenſe alſo it 
might be truly ſaid, the Chaſtiſement of ow 
peace was upon lum, and by his hurts we wen 
healed, "_ 
But can you think, Zpenctus, that he that 
has relieved us, even by his Croſs, does net 
do more for us by his Crown ? Here he nct 
only does admit, but even does invite each 
Faithful Servant to no leſs a Bleſſing than 
to enter into his Maſter's Joy. So rich a 
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te eus, in all his capacities and conditions, 
4 that in Eart! and Heaven it was and is his 
7 gracious and conſtant Employment, to ſhare 
10 our griefs, or to impart to us his Joys; and 
"Fcithcr leſſen our ic by his Sufferings, 
0 or increaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity, — 
8 1 Having thus treated of the Happineſs of thoſe 
1, ICeleſtial Manſions, reſulting from the Bea- 
tifick Sight of our Redeeming Lord, the 
1 Crown of all our Bleſſedneſs, I now proceed 
Ito tell you, Ehenetus, what you perhaps may 
have obſerved already; that here e do not 
Þ only ſee our Elder Brother, Chriſt, but alſo 
our Triende, Kindred and Relations, that in 
"I the world below lived in his Fear, and died 
in his Favour, which is a large addition to 
P'Jour Happineſs. Nor do we only know our 
friends relations and contemporaries, but all 
1 the Saints that lived in all the ages of the 
„world: Thus, though Elijah (whom 1 found 
diſcourſing with you) lived in the world be- 
low, long time before the Bleſſed Meſſiah was 
FE made fleth, yet you no ſooner ſaw, than you 
ſtraight knew him and ſo you will do Adam 
alſo, when you fee him. Nor can i think 
this a new notion to you, ſince you might 
long ago have learnt it from the Sacred Ora- 
cles: Our Bleſſed Savour himſelf having 
: told us, not only that the Chuldren of the Re- 
i ſarrection ſhall be like the Angels (who in _ vi- 
10ns 
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ſions both of the Prophet Daniel, and the 
Apoſtle John, appear to be acquainted with 
each other) but alſo in the parable of the mi 
ſerable rick man and the happy beggar, the 
Father of the Faithful is repreſented as know. 
ing not only the perſon and preſent condition, 
but alſo the paſt ſtory of Lazarus: And the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles did (when inthe world 
below) expect his converted and pious 7heſ- 

falonans to be his Crown, at that great day, 
when the having turned many to Righteoul. 
neſs, ſhall (as the beloved Dam! tells us) 
confer a Starlike an Immortal Brightneſs : And 
am ſure, my Epenetus, you have often read 
of the transfiguration of the bleſſed Redeem- 
er in the holy Mount, where Moyes and Eli- 

Jah were diſcourſing with him, and then you 
cannot forget how readily the three Diſciples 
knew them. This was no other but a type 
of Heaven, where all the Saints are known 
toone another. Think youour knowledge here 
is leſs than that which Adam had in his firi 
ſtate of Innocence! And yet you know that 
Adam knew Eve his wiſe when ſhe was firſt 


brought to him, and told her, ſhe was bone of 


his bone, and fleſfi of his fleſk,—But what need 
further inſtance; your own experience has 
already told you that it is ſo; and were you 
but diveſted of mortality, as in a few days 
you will, you will find it with far greater 
evidence. 
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But let me ſhew you, my dear Epenetur, 
the great advantages that the knowledge of 
each other here, does bring to all the Bleſ- 
ſed. | 
lere it is that the Bleſſed dwell in an un- 
interrupted perfect Union and Communion 
with God, and with each cther ; but with- 
out knowledge can be no azrecment, and 
without agreement, no communion ; and 
where there is no communion, there is no 
happineſs; So that to think we did not know 
each other here, would be to think us ſnort 


ol happineſs. Here, Ep:netus, the General 


Aflembly. of the Firſt-Born, as they receive 
their happineſs from the bright Viſion of the 
Ever-Bleſſed God, ſo they communicate the 
pureſt pleaſure to each other; an unſeigned 
ardent love uniting all that pure ſociety, On 
earth our love was kindled either from ſome 
natural relation, or other civil tie; or els 
on the account of ſome viſible excellencies, 
that render a perſon worthy of our choice 
and friendſhip: But here our reaſons are far 
greater, and 4 degrees of love incomparably 
more fervent : For in this ſupernatural itate, 
all carnal alliances and reſpects do ceaſe, Ihe 
bleſſed Apoſtle, even when on carth,-told us, 
If he had known Chrift after the fleſh, lie knew 
him ſo no more: For by the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Lord, he was tran- 
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ſported into mother world, and had commu- 


nion with him as an Heavenly King. With. 


out low regards to the temporal privilege of 
converiing with him on earth. Our ſpiritu- 
al relation 18 more near and permanent than 
the ſtricteſt band of nature; here we have 
all relation to the ſame Heavenly Father, and 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and 
Head of our happy Fraternity, The princi- 
pal motives of 100 e, even on earth, are the 
inherent excellenctes of a perſon. Wiſdom, 
Holineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity, are mi;hty at- 
tractives to affection, and produce a more 
intimate cor federacy of Souls, than propin- 
quity in nature or any other carnal reſpeRts, 
Virtue is amiable in an old perfon, though 
wrinkled and deformed ; and vice is hateful 
in a young perſon, though beautiful. And 
you have ſeen on carth, my Eyenetus, elear- 
eyes than than thoſ- o“ floſh, a purer light 

15 ian what is lenſible, a diviner beauty than 
what is corporal, and a nobler love then Mat 
is ſenſual; Which made the Royal Prophet 
declare, That all his deliglit was tn the Excellent. 
But even Spiritual Love has its allays below; 
ſor there are relicks of frailty in the beſt of 


men thete; and ſome hlemiſhes that render 


them leſs amiable: But here the Image of 
God is compleat, by the union of all the glo- 
rious virtues requiſite to its perlection; and 


every 
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every bleſſed foul agrees exactly with the firſt 
exemplar; a Divine Beauty ſhines in them 
ever durable; a beauty that darts no contagt» _ 


ous fires; a beauty that is inviolable, and 
cannot ſufier injury. 
The true worth of the Saints below is ve- 


ry little viſible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen : 


The earth is fruitful in its plants and flowers, 
but its riches are in mines of precious metals, 
and veins of marble hidden in its boſom. True 
Grace appears in ſenſible actions, but its glo- 
ry is within :- But here their excellencies are 
in open view ; the glory of the bleſſed God 
is revealed in them: And ha! How attrac- 
tive is the Divine Likeneſs to an holy eye! 
How does it raviſh me to fee my Fellow- 
Saints ſhining with an Immortal Lovelinefs ! 
And their love 1s reciprocal, proportionable 


to the cauſe of it. An equal conſtant flame 


is here preſerved by pure materials: Here eve- 
ry one is perfectly amiable, and perfectly e- 


namoured with each other: And O how hap- 


Py is this ſtate of Love! Well might the 
P/almſt break out into that rapture, Behold, 
how good and pl:aſant it is for Bretheren to dwell 
together in Unity ! Had he then ſeen that happy 
Union which he now here enjoys with all the 
Faithful Ones; Love is the beauty and the 
ſtrength of all ſocieties, and the great plea- 
{ure of our lives below. How excellent then 
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muſt be the joy of the Bleſſed here, who wit- 


nels the accompliſhments of what our Savi- 
our prayed for when on earth: That they 
may be One, as thu Father art in Me and Jin 
Thee, that they alſo may be One in Us, The 
bleiled God is abſolutely One in his glorious 
Nature aad Will, and therefor- is unaltera- 
bly happy ; and the inviolably unity of the 
Sai ats Love is a bright ray of the eſſential u- 
nity between the Sacred Perſons: Here Love 
cticfively transforms one Soul into another, 
and makes the Glory of each Saint redound 
unto the joy of all, Such is the power of 
this Celeſtial Fire, where we burn, it melts 
and mixes fouls in ſuch an intire union, that 
by complacence and an intimatę joy, the 
Ble ſſedneſs of All is, as it were, proper to 
every one, as if every one were placed in 
the hearts of all, and all in the hcart of eve- 


ry one; and {ure where there is Love like | 


this, all necds muſt delight, And how can 
it be otherwile, ſince in this bleſſed ſociety 


there ig a continual receiving aud returning. 


of love and joy, with mutual reciprocations 
of endearment ; and their converlation and 
intercourſe is raviſhing: Think, Epenetrs, 
what an entertainment of love and joy there 
is in the preſence and diſcourſes of dear friends 
below ; how their mutual aſpect, like a chain 
compolcd of {pirits, luminous and active, faſ- 
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ten and draw their ſouls to one another: 


And though there be no friendſhip on the 
earth without allays, yet the felicity of love 
conliftteth in their converſation ; but what- 
ſoever is commendable in friendſhip, is in 
ealeRtion here; and whatſoever is an allay, 
occaſioned hy men's folly or their weakneſs, 
is all abol: ſhed here, Ihe bleſſed here, with 
overflowing of aiketion, recount the Divine 
nents; and all thoſe admirable methods, 
whereby the Life of Grace was firſt begun, 
rreſerved.. and carried on amidſttemptations; 
the ſucceſſion of mercies in the time of our 
hopes, and the conſummation of all in this 
time of our enjoyment. Have you not yet 
heard. Fpenetus, the melody both Saints and 
Angels make about the Throne? And how 
they all concur in their Thankſgivings to 
God for making of them reaſonable creatures, 


- ſuch as are capable both of loving and en- 
joying him, when they might have been of 


the loweſt order in the whole ſphere of be- 


ings; for his compatlionate care and provi- 


der.ce over them in the world, but eſpecially 
for his ſovereign and ſingular mercy in elect- 
ing them to be veſſels of honour, and for his 
powerful grace in reſcuing them from the 


cruel and ignominious bondage of fin; for 


his free Love, that juſtified them from all 
their guilt by the death of his only Son, and 
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has now glorified them with himſelf. We 
are never weary, Apeuctus, of this delightful 
exerciſe, but continually bleſs him for his 
mercy that endures for ever : Yea, the wing- 
ed Cherubimsand Seraphimsaboutthe Throne, 
cry one to another to expreſs their zeal and 
joy in celebrating his Eternal Purity and 
Power, and the Glory of his Goodneſs. And 
O how un{pcukable is the pleaſure of this 
concert! Every foul Eeing harmonious, and 
contributing his part to the full muſick of 
Heaven. O could the world below but hear 
the echo of thoſe ſongs wherewith the Hea- 
vens above reſound; thoſe ſongs wherewith 
tice Saints de here triumph in the juſt praiſe 
and ſolemn adoration of the King of Spirits: 
How would it inflame their deſires to be 
Joined with them, 4 

But beſides all the happineſs that does here 
accrue to us by the knowiedge of our ſriends, 
kindred and relations{ and that which does 
reſult from that communion we have here 
with God, and with each other; it is to me, 
my £Epenetus, a mighty happinels I here en- 
joy, in underſtanding ſatisfaRorily all thoſe 
deep and obfcure myſteries of religion, which 
the profoundeſt Rabbies of the world below 


were not aſhamed to own they could not ful- | 


ly comprehend ; but after all the toil and in- 
duſtry of their moſt anxious enquiries, were 


reduced 


Deity, are not only conſiſtent with the Di- 


— 
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reduced to ſit down with the great Apoſtle, 
Rom. xi. 3. in admiration of that depth 
whoſe bottom they can never fathom. And 
I acknowledge that it is to me a mighty plea- 
ſure that here I underſtand thoſe obſcure 
paſſages of the ſacred Oracles, which not- 
withſtanding all that bold critics and learned 


expoſitors have attempted to illuſtrate, do 


to the world below remain ſo ſtill: Nor 
can it be well otherwiſe, becauſe they can- 
not diſcern how exquilitly the ſeveral parts 
of ſcripture are fitted to the ſeveral times, per- 
ſons and occurrences, wherein their all-fore- 
ſeeing Author intended moſt to uſe them; 
all which are obvious to us here, and con- 
ſequently we diſcern a perfect harmony be- 
tween thoſe texts, that in the world below 
ſeemed moſt at variance, Here, Epenetus, 
we have clearly expounded to us thoſe rid- 
dles of providence, which have but too of- 
ten tempted even good men upon earth, to 
queſtion God's Conduct in the Government 
of the World, whilſt the calamines and per- 
ſecutions of Virtue and innocence ſeem ap- 
proved by him, who accumulates proſperity 
on their criminal oppoſers. Here we are 


thoroughly convinced, that all thoſe ſeeming 


irregularities which the Heathens thought fit 
to impute to the giddy whimſies of a Female 


Vine 
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vine Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are produe 
tions of it. And though ſuch a belief do 0 
intelligent perſons in the world below ſeem 
a great piece of ſelf-denial, yet here it does 
| 1 5 * reaſonable, as there they find it 
For PFildad, who was one of Fob's well 
meaning but unkind comſorters, has told 
us long ago, They that live upon earth are but 
of yeſterday, and know nothing, beceuſe the 
days there are but a ſhadow : And the Wos 
neſs of their tranſitory lives not permitting 
them to continue long enough refiatorl 
there to ſec above a ſcene & two at moſt of 
that creat play, ated by mankind on the 
Rage of the world, 1t 1s no wonder that the 
are apt to harbour ſiniſter thoughts of the 
contriver of a plot, neither the beginnin 
nor end whereof they are cd with: 
But when once the whole of the Divine Con- 
duct in the adminiſtration of things ſhall be 
diſcloſed, as here it is, all thoſe revolutions 
and occurrences of empires, ſtates, families 
and particular perſons, which mortals are ſo 
prone to querre] with below, do here to us 
appear ſo juft, ſo requiſite and ſeaſonable 
that thoſe very things that while we were on 


earth tempted us to deny God, do bere er- 
gage us to praiſe him; And indeed, we are 
not ſo properly ſatisfied, as raviſhed with 


the beauties of his providence, But 
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But Epenetus, beſides this general Provi- 
dence of God, of whole adorable wiſdom in 
he conduct whereof I have been ſpeaking, 
ve are here eſpecially tranſported with won- 
der and gratitude at theſe — of the 
Divine Goodneſs, which he is pleaſed to 
make of the reaſons of his diſpenſations to- 
wards each one in particular. O FEpenetus, 
I have ſeen tawards myſelf, not only the ne- 
ceſſity and juſtice, but even the mercifulneſs 
of thoſe very afflictions that I once (when 
upon earth) imputed to his ſeverity; and I 
am now fully convinced, no ſtioke I met 
with in the world below (and you can tell, 
my Ehenctus, that there I met with mæny, as 
well as great alflictions) either came ſconer, 
or fell heavier, or ſtood longer than the oc- 
eaſion that extorted it exacted: And I wn ſa- 
tified my hopes were never diſappointed, 
but to ſecure my title to better things than 
what I hoped for. Nor was my intereſt (or 
what at leaſt I thought then to be lo) ever 
prejudiced, but when it was more to the ad- 
vantage of what was truly ſuch. Yes £Epe- 


'netus, all that unwelcome darkneſs, that on 


earth ſurrounded my purblind underſtanding, 
is now vaniſhed, and did ſo at the ſiiſt dawn- 
ing of this bright Eternal Day, wherein the 
reſolution of all thoſe diſſiculties, which up- 
on earth not only exerciſed but diſtreſled my 
faith is granted to reward it. * Here, 


* 
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Here, Epenetus, to draw to a concluſion, 
we do not only converſe with Saints and 
Ange!s, but with that far more infinitely 
Glortons Deity, who made them what they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf; 
Here we not only enjoy Heaven, but iu 
Maker, God; and ſee Him as He is, who 
is our All in All: Compriſing all the goods 
we value in the creatures, more eminently 
and fully than the bright luminary of the 
day excells the tu inkling tapers of the night; 
For we arg here ſo tak en up with the con- 
templation and fruition ef that Glorious 
Object (in whoſe infinity all goods are both 
included and dilated) that ages numberleſs, 
as are the joys of the Beatiſick Viſion, doth 
abound with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure for 
a diverſion to any other pleaſures than thoſe 
itſelf creates : which are ſo numerous and fo 
intire, that we deſire nothing that we have 
not, except more tongues to ſing more praiſes 


to the bleſſed Gop, or a capacity te pay him 


var. 


greater thanks ſor what we have; And eyen 
thoſe defires does his gracious acceptance 
make. in being but conceiv'd; accompliſh'd, 
For other wile the reſidents of theſe bright 
manſions do ſcarce know any other want, 
than that of need to wiſh ; the compleat 
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full a pre-poſſefſion of all the objects of de- 
ſire. Here time, like fire, having deſtroyed 
whatever it does prey on, does, at laſt, die 
hey itſelf, and ſo goes out into eternity. And 


f: Ihere the nature of eur joy is ſuch, that tho“ 


its after ſome centuries of year, they may ſeem 
hoo wax older, by having been enjoyed fo 
ods many ages, yet do they really {till continue 
tly Has welcome and as freſh as at the firſt: It is 
the che peculiar property of our felicity; it al- 
bt; WY wiy's is the fame, yet ever new. Wearineſs 
mM argues imperſection, either in the object, or 
us the appetite; the former of which is impol- 
th fible in Gov. and the latter ceaſes here. 
fs, For our felicity is here ſo great, there is 
th no need of variety to be a part of it, or if it 
or docs admit variety, it is ſuch a one as conſiſts 
ſe Yonly in the further knowledge of its firſt ob- 
fo Yject, Gov ; like that which may be ſeen on 
7e earth in the diverhhed refractions of the ſame 
es Iſparkling diamond. In Gop there is, if I 
m {may propetly fo ſpeak, ſuch an identical 
n variety, that the fruition of him both ſatiſ- 
hes a. creates deſires: Tho' that without 


e 

|, Niatiety; and this without diſquiet; other 
t Adelights do, like the cloaths men uſualy wear, 
„ grow ſtale, and quickly are wornout: where- 


eipate of that prerogative of the garments of 
The {ſraclites in- the Wildernels, not impair- 


ing 
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34 


ing by being uſed long, but as the needle 
once touch'd with the loadſtone would never 
uncompell'd forſake it; but after ayes cling 
no leſs cloſely to it than at the firſt moment 
of their union. So do the bleſſed here with 
the ſame undimiaiſh'd freſhneſs ever poſſeſs 
their joy* as if each moment were the firſt 
that they polleſs'd them in. And if our hap. 

ineſs does not improve by our enjoyment 
of it, it is perhaps hccauſe the greatneſs of it 
does render it incapable of increaſing; Or 
it our pleaſures do admit acceſhon they alſo 
do receive it, from the aſſurance that we 
have, that we ſhall taſte them ever, anc 
perpetually repeat the ſame renewed fruiti- 
ons, to an eterniy endcared by nothing more 
than by the quiet leiſure it does aſſord us, 


undiſtractedly to employ it in celebrating of 


Fehovah's praiſes ; and in a condition hap- 
pier in that by it we are paſt doing, than paſt 
ſuffering ill. In brief, our inexhauſted joys 
are here ſo numberleſs, and ſo immenſe, that 
we ſhall need {on well as have) cternity itſell 
to taſte them fully. : 

But I remember, Zpenetus, you {till are in 
the body, and may tired with hearing 
what I could be for ever relating, ſo vaſt ii 
the happineſs that I poſſeſs, and 10 great plea: 
{ure is there in relating it, I ſhall now there- 
fore only further add one property of out 

| | enjoy'd 


anc 


10Te 
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enjoy'd happineſs; and that is, That the 
vaſt multitude of bleſſed ſouls, that are par- 
takers of this joy and glory, does detract no- 
thing from each private ſhare, nor leſſen the 
propriety each happy Saint has in it in par- 
ticular: This ocean of felicity being ſo bot- 
tomleſs, that the innumerable company of 
all the Saints and Angels never can exhauſt 
it: nor is this ſtrange at all, for in the world 
below, which does confiſt of many ipacio ns 
countries, and many of them divided by 
large ſeas from one another, each ſeveral wa- 
tion does alike enjoy the benefit of light; 
nor 1s there any can complain that they* ea- 
joy it leſs becauſe another does enjoy it too, 
but all enjoy its benefit as fully as if none 
elſe enjoyed it but themſelves. Indeed there 
is this diſterence between the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and that which ſhines upon the 
world below; that whereas the latter, by 
eclipſes all the dlanets (his at- 
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loved is mine, For each have a peculiar claim 
unto him. And David (who, when he liv-I dit 
ed on earth, was ſo well {killed in fingingf ſur 
ſongs of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of alli tire 
them that put their truſt in God, That hel de! 
fall abundantly fatrsfy them with the fatneſs off tha 
his houſe, and make them drink of the river of Þ in 
his pleaſures: As if he meant to inſinuate, I thr 
that as when a multitude of perſons drink my 
of the ſame river, none of them is able to to 
exhauſt it, and yet each of them has the full 
liberty of drinking as much as he can, or 28 re; 
much as he could, though none but himſelf tal 
ſhould be allowed to dngk of it: So Wwho- wg 
ſoe ver enjoys God, enjoys him wholy, or ati th 
leaſt enjoys him fo intirely in relation to his ſee 
capacity, that the fruition of whatſoever reſts th; 
unenjoyed in God is forbidden by the immen-h no 
ſity of the object, and not the pre-poſlefſionſ an 
of his rivals. to! 
Thus, Epenetus, I have given you a brief he 
account of our Celeftzal Canaan: It is not, ey 
indeed, the thouſandth part of that which ot 
might be ſaid, yet it is enough to let you ſee ne 
it is a land flowing with milk and honey: IT. 
And may well enough ſerve to whet your b⸗ 
longing for a more fruitive experimental al] 
knowledge of it: for none can fully know th 
the happineſs we here enjoy until they come pr 
to be partakers of it. | ni 
Eben. | ab 
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Epen. Junius having finiſhed his excellent 
diſcourſe, I returned him many thanks, aſ- 
ſuring him that I was ſo far from being 
tired with hearing it, that I was exceedingly 
delighted, as well as informed by it; and 
that. I could not but be much pleaſed in hear- 
ing a deſcription of chat happineſs, which, 
through the great ſuper-abounding merits of 
my BRieſſed Redeemer, I hoped in aſhort time 
to be partaxer of, | 
Jun, Jo wait with faith and patience, 
rephed the happy Zunus, until your mor- 
tal body be laid down is what is now your 
werk. And chen you will know far more 
than I have told you. You will hear, and 
ſee, and know things then after another rate 
than now you do, Your ears are not fitted 
now to hear thoſe melodies that ſaints and 
angels make before the 'Throne, nor can your 
tongue repeat thoſe ſongs of praiſe which 
here the Bleſſed make continually. Your 
eyes (though ſtrengthened above thoſe of 
other mortals) cannot yet behold the bright- 
neſs of the glory that fills this happy place: 
Though I muſt grant what you have ſeen, 
has given you more ſuitable ideas of it, than 
all that dwell below can make of heavenly 
things; which is a fayour ſo great and inex- 
preſſible, that you have mighty cauſe to mag- 
nify his great exceeding Grace, through whoſe 


abundant goodneſs you were admitted hither, 
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Ehen. That bleſſed work (ſaid I) I never 


can begin too ſoon; and it is a work I hope 
will never end, but be as laſting as the cauſe 
of it —But, Junius, finte I have had the 
happineſs of this converſation with you, May 
I not alſo ſee my mother here? for I am ſure 
ſhe is among the Bleſſed. - She early did in- 
ſtruct me in the things of God, and cauſed 
me every day to read the holy ſcriptures ; her 
pious exhortations firſt of all made me look 
after heavenly and eternal things; and on 
her dying bed gave me charge whatever 


88 


others did) to ſerve the Lord: She, I am! 


ſ:re, would much rejoice to ſee me 1n this 
lace. 
: un, Your mother, Fpenetus, is here in- 
ced: and will, no doubt, exult and joy in 
Cod on your account, as the continually, does 
on her own : But in thishappy place, world- 
ly relation: ceaſe. Nor is there male and fe- 
male here, but all are like the angels; for ſouls 
cannot be diſtinguiſned into ſexes: And there- 
fore all relations here are ſwalpwed up in 
God: However, ſhe whom you called Mo- 
ther in the world below, you ſhall fee pre- 
ſently, Ee had no ſooner ſpoke. but taking 
me by the kand; far ſwifter than an arrow 
from a bow, we paſſed by ſevetal ſhining 
forms, clhathed in the robes of immortality, 
wo icemed to wor der at me as I paſſed them; 


which | 


* 


4 g— — - 


which I thought was occaſioned by my being 
there in the poor rags of frail mortality. But 
uni having brought me to my mother, 
for ſo I thought her, though then I ſaw a 
ſhining form, ſaid to me, 
un. Farewell, my Epenetus, I have now 
done what you deſired me: Your Guardian 
Angel will be with you ſtraight, and re-con- 
duct you to the world below : Where, when 
ou come, remember that you do not ceaſe 
to celebrate the mighty wonders of Divineſt 
Love, who has ſo far indulged your weak- 


| 2 of Heaven: 


neſs as to admit you hither, and with cor- 


oreal eyes to ſee the Immaterial Glories of 
the Bleſſed. 
Ehen. The noble Junius having left me, 
J ſtraigbt drew near the ſhining form that 
ſtood before me, who, compaſſed round with 
ravs of dazzling luſtre appeared extremel 
glorious : I hardly could behold her for the 
exceeding brightneſs of her countenance, or 
elſc it ſeemed to me ſo, becauſe I looked 
with more intenſeneſs on her than on Elijah, 
or the noble Junius: But taking it for grant- 
ed it was my mother, I thus addreſſec her, 


My deareſt mother, I joy to-fee you cloathed in 
thai bright Robe of Glory, as an inhabitant 
theſe 5l:jjed Realms of Light and Immortality. 
Mother. Dear Epenetus (ſaid my mother to 
me) for what I am, to Him that is on the 


Throne, 


Hz 
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Throne, and to the Lamb, be all the wine 


and glory: for he alone it is has made me 
ſo. The Robe of Glory, which you ſes me 
wear, is only the reflection of his own bright 
beams! Ah, E henelus, had not the Bleſled, 
forever Bleſſed, Redee ning 7-ſus, firſtcloath. 
ed me with bis Robe of Righteouſneſs I ne- 
ver ſhould have worn this Robe of Glory. 
I do not aſk you, Epenrtus (ſhe continued) 
how you come thus to be admitted here, for 
I have had already from £1ah, a full ac- 
count of that, 
Divine tondel 'enſion has been exceeding 
great in this permiſſion : for which, eternal 
praiſe be given to him, Ah, Evenetus) 
Through how many dangers does Divine 
Grace conduct our ſouls to glory! I cannot 
think but with the moſt admiring thoughts 
of Divine Love, how near I once was to 
eternal ruin! I once was poor, and blind, and 
naked ; ca out unto the louthing of my perſon 
ard lay polluted i in my filth and bod: But O 
the abundant grace that found me in that 
wretched fad condition, and yet to me made 
it a time of love, waſhed me from all my futht- 
nfs, and purged me from my fin ! 1 once was 
nothing elle but darkneſs; but O miraculous 
and happy change! I now am full of light, 
and love, and joy: I once was poor and 
milerable, but now I am enriched with le. 
that 


and muſt acknowledge the. 
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that Heaven can give, or I receive: I once 
was naked and expoſed to ſname; but now 
am adorned with robes of light and glory: 
T] once was under ſentence of Eternal Sepa- 
ration from the Divine Preſence; but now 
I am poſſeſſed of God, my only life, and 
joy, and ſupreme good, O how tranſport- 
ing is the compariſon of thele ſo wide and 
contrary extremes ! And O how pleaſant is 
the bright Day of Eternity, after a night ſo 
dark and ſo tempeſtuous ! How does a vivid 
ſenſe of thoſe paſt evils, produce a far more. 
lively feeling and fruition of my happineſs. 
This makes the Everlaſting Hallelujahs that 
I fag. to my Victorious Deliverer, more, ra- 
viſhing, and more harmonious. 

Ehen. I muſt confels I was amazed to find 
my mother in ſuch an extaſy and holy tran- 
{port ; and could not forbear ſaying, Ah, my 
dear Mother, you ſpeak like one that us indeed in 
Heaven, and feel. the maghty joys you are p 

ed of. | 
4 Moth. O Epenetus (ſhe replied again) you 
ſhould not think this ſtrange ! 'The mighty 
wonders of Divine Love and Grace will be 
the ſubject of our ſong for ever. Nor ſhould 
you call me Mother here, altho' I once was 
ſo; for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, and are 
all ſwallowed up in God, who is alone. the 
Great Father of all this heavenly r 
| | An 
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And I muſt tell yau, Epenetus, you are far 
more dear to me, as you are one that loyeſſþe 1 
and fear the Lord, and fo through faith are 
his adopted ſon, than as you are the ſon born 
of my body. It is here our greateſt mercy 
that we have God the fountain of our happi- 
neſs; and all that we enjoy is in and thro! 
him, who is an object that is every way ſoff 
adequate to all our molt enlarged capacities, 
that in enjoying Him, we enjoy all that we 
can aſk or think. | Pro 
Epen. I then deſire to know if I ſhould 
tell her in what condition I left my father} 
and my brethren in the world below, when e © 
I was carried thither ? deer 
oth. To this ſhe anſwered, No, ſince [ 
have put the body off, I have with that too 
put off all relations in the fleſh: Here God 
(ſaid ſhe) is all in all unto me, I have no 
huſband but the bleſſed Bridegroom of my 
Soul; he who is fairer than the children of 
men; who is alone deſirable to me: Nor 
have I here any relations elſe, We are all 
Children of one Father hÞre, and Servants 
of one Maſter, whoſe bleſſed ſervice is our 
— freedom : And as for thoſe I left be- 
ind me in the world below, I have com- 
mitted them to God, in whoſe good pleaſure 
I am happy, whatſoever it be, I ſhall be 
glad and heartily rejoice to ſce them all "oy 


| 
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of this bleſſed Inheritance; for then J ſhafl 
de well aſſured the will of God is ſo, But 
f they ſhould cloſe in with the Grand Ene- 
y of their Salvation, and refuſe the Grace 
hat is offered them, and thereby periſh in 
heir unbelief, God will be glorified in his 
uſtice, and in his glory I ſhall ſtill rejoice. 
Zut ſince, dear Epenetus, you muſt deſcend 
again into the world below, you cannot bet- 
er ſhew your love to God, and zeal for the 
promoting of his glory, than by endeavour- 
to turn them from the ways of unrighte- 
Pufneſs: Nor do you know but that might 
de one end why this peculiar privilege has 
deen allowed you. 

Whilſt I was diſcourſing with my mother, 
numerous company paſſed before me cloath- 
God d in long robes, white as the morning's 
rightneſs, and purer far than any thing that 
ver yet deſerved that name, each having 
qrowns of glory on their heads, which ſpark- 
d forth refulgent luftre ; and each one car- 
rr > ; 

Fring in their right hand a palm of victory: 
ind as they paſſed by I heard them ſay, Sal- 
ation to our God who fits upon the throne, and 


our 
be- the Lamb: And another company, who had 
om- very glorious appearance, and covered their 


ſure Races with their wings, whom I took to be 
bellngels, anſwered them ſaving, Amen. Bl{ 

0 ö 75 e . * 4 by, * 

ein g, and Glory, and Wijdom, and Thani, wving 
of a 


4 — — 


94 The World To Come: Or, 
and Honour, and Power, and Might, be unto th 


1 our God for ever and eder. Amen. | 1s 

I's ; 
= I then enquired what that great company Ire 
were, that were arrayed in garments of ſoſtG 
3 _ a white, with palms of victory in their. 
ands ? And I was told, they were the nobleſthe 


| company of Martyrs, who having endured 
{4 great tribulations in the world, and laid down 
* their lives for the Word of God, and the teſbimo. 
ny which they held, had now their robes wajhed 
ik in the Blood of the Lamb, and had palms in ther dri 
 » hands in the token of victory. I then aſked 
"Wo from whence they came? And J was an- 
ſwered, they came from under the altar where 
they had been crying, How long, O Lord, hol 
andi true, doſt thou not judge and avenge ou 
15's blood on them that dwell on the carth. 
"I Epen. I thought that all the ſaints here 
had that reſt, and peace, and joy in God, 
which did not permit them to have ani 
thoughts of revenge towards their fellow ſfbe, 
creatures: And I was the more inclined i nd 
think ſo, becauſe many of them had prayec | 08 
for their perſecutors in the world below, eve 
at the very ſtakes, and when they have beer"! 
under the hands of the executioners, anqeuen 
it ſeems ſtrange to me, that meek and tha 
forgiving fpirit ſhould be altered here in bea af 
ven. | N 


Moth, The ſaints here do, indeed, poſſeiſeryi: 
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that reft, and peace, and joy in God which 
is the ſum of all their happineſs; but having 
reſigned themſelves intirely to the Divine 
Good Pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's 
will may be fulfilled in all reſpects; and 
therefore knowing that it is the Will of God 
o render tribulation to them that have troubled 
them ; and that he does deſign to glorify him- 
ſelf, by bringing down his judgments on the 
antichriſtian whore, who hath made herſelf 
drunk with the blood of the Saints, and of the 
fartyrs of Feſus; they cannot but defire the 
ill of God may be done, and that his name 
ay be glorified ; which they know will be 
he reſult of his executing judgment upon 
the great whore; for when Babylon is fallen, 
a new ſong ſhall be put into their mouths ; 
ind then it ſhall be ſaid, Rejoice over her, tou 
eaven, and ye holy Apoſtles and Prophets, for 
od hath avenged you of her, Yea, then ſhall 
they ſing, Hallelujah ! Salvation, and Glory, 
End Honour, and Power, unto the Lord our 


0 | od, for true and righteous are his judgments, 


for he hath judged the great whore, which did cor- 
pt the earth with her formcatton, and hath 


Wwenged the blood of- his ſervants at her hand- 


oſſel 


and therefore praiſe our God, all ye his ſervants, 
and ye that fear has name both ſmall and great. 

nd again they fing Hallelujah. So that their 
rying under the altar, How long, 0 * 
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holy and true, doſt thou not avenge our Mood on 
them that dwell upon the earth, is not out of 


were tranſacting 
whether they had any concern therein. W 
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any deſire of revenge, but that God may be 
glorified for his righteous judgments. 
Fpen. Having declared my ſatisfaction in 
her anſwer; I deſired to know whether the 
ſouls of the Bleſſed underſtood what affairy 
in the world below, and 


Mot. To this ſhe replied, The ſum of allhhn 
our knowledge here is to know God, theo 
fountain of our happineſs ; but as to the af. 
fairs of particular perſons, we are not con- 
cerned with them, and are ignorant of them, 
being {till finite, though glorified creatures: 
The being prefent in all places is an attribute 
peculiar to God alone. to wihhoje fight every 
creature 15 manifeſt, Though the proſperity 
or adverſity of the church below in their mi- 
litant ftate, is repreſented to us by the angels, 
who are minftring ſþtrits ſent forth to miniſber 
to thoſe that fhall be heirs of faba And 
from what we learn by them we are excited 
to renew our praiſes to him that fits upon tha 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever, Ihe ad 
mirable providence of God in the deliverance 
and preſervation of his church, being what 
we reflect upon with the greate!t pleaſure 
and delight, and praiſe God fer with the 
greateſt ardency of affection, deſiring 2 

| Tha 


ion 
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d on that his glory, and his people's happineſs 


t off may be conſummate by the redemption of 
the whole church, which ſhall not be till the 
bride hath made herſelf ready, and the myſti- 
cal body of Chriſt be completed, 

Epen. I then told her, I would only aſk 
er one thing more (for I believed my con- 
ductor was ready to come lor me) and that 
vas, in what manner their time was ſpent 


f allo this bleſſed place, and what their general 
, theſleonverſation with each other was ? 
e af. Moth. To this ſhe replied, O my Eprnetus ! 


Now much does that cloud of mortality you 

till bear about you, cloud your enderſtand- 
ng, even in theſe bright regions ; Youſpeak 
Þf us as ſtill cloathed with mortal fleſh, and 


every onſider not that here mortality 25 [eoalturord 
erty} of l, and time is changed into eternity, 

vithout ſucceſhon or end. It is true indeed, 
gels, hat in the world below there is a continual 


1 er 


And 


lux of time, which is divided into Hours, 
Ind days arid weeks, and months, and years; 


.crteWut here there is no. ſuch thing; here 15no 
n thÞÞight by which days are diſtinguiſhed, nor 
e ad Fircling orbs that make the ſeveral ſeaſons 
ranceÞ! the year; but one eternal undivided point 
whatſfaſts here for ever: and. therefore, Zpenetus, 
-aſureere is no time to ſpend. 


A the 
z all 
tha 


But then as to the other part of your queſ- 
ion, what our general converigtion with 
I _—_— 


"of 


than knowledge? And you may then ſoon 
think how vaſt a field we have to trace it 


” 
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each other is? Eternity can only fully An. 
{wer it. We all have work enough to do p 
throughout the numerous Ages of Eternity, 15 
and that ſo very pleaſant and delightful, it In 
both creates our joy, and ſtill inereaſes it: « 
What is there more delightful to the ſoul o, 


in. And as our knowledge does increaſe, 
ſo do the adorations we pay to the Divine 
Author of it: For this is our peculiar hap- 
pineſs, that all our diſquiſitions here, of 
whatſoever kind, tend to illuſtrate the high 
praiſe and adoration of the ineffable Three. 
One. 

How many wonders of the Deity, my 
Epenetus, do ſhine forth in the works of na- 
ture in the world below, which till lie hid 
and undiſcovered unto the moſt elaborate en- 

uiries into them? How many things are 
there below you know not how are done, 
and yet are well aſſured that they are? Who 
can tell how a tree grows'from a ſeed, ori 
variegated curious flower from a poor ſimple 
ſlip, without any diverſity ? And 'yet, that ; 
fo it does, 1s evident enough. iſo 

Why the magnetic ſtone attracts the nee- ] F 


dlle, or amber picks up ſtraws, are ſome oli 


the Arcana's of nature, which yet puzzle thehviſ 


wiſeſt of mortals to tell by what ſecret ſym- Pent 


pathies 0 be 
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do] pathies it came to pals, although the matter 
1ty, Jof fact be very obvious. Theſe things are 
I, it made intelligible here, and all their occult 
it: ¶ cauſes laid open to our view; which ikewiſe 
ſoul does excite our humbleſt adorations and re- 
ſoon newed praiſes to Him, Who is ſo excellent in 
ce it working. a 
eaſe, ] And then again, the wondrous magnitude 
vine Nas well as eontextures of the cceleſtial orbs 
(which vain aſtrologers in vain pretend to 
penetrate) are here both in their cauſes and 
effects, made known unto the bleſſed, who 
-ing filled with higheſt admiration, adore 
the ever-bi ed God for all his works of won- 
der. 

Not that we have this knowledge. barely 
by a fimple intuition, but by the mutual ex- 
eile of our diſcurſive ſaculties, whereby 
per kroiviedgeitill becomes prog: effive. Nor 
lone, no I deny but that by intuition our here en- 


WhoWarged faculties reteive a great addition; for 
or lice we at one view can behold more than 
impleſg ve can do ſucceſſively below in many years; 


o which the ſw ftneſs of our motion does 
iſo much contribute. 

But farther yet, the works of God's al- 
mighty Providence, and with what wondrous 
viidom he has over-ruled and governed all e- 
ents, is ſuch a theme as well becomes us here 
0 be continually contemplating; and which, 


12 the 


100 The World to Come: Or, 


the more we view, the more we find occaſi- 
on ſtill to magnify the great and gloriou 
name of the great Author of our Happineſs, 
Theſe contemplations, Epenetus, have often 
been exccedingly delightful to me, when i 
the world below, where I ſaw things but 
very darkly, and loſt much of the beauty « 
them, by reaſon of the vanity which was 
upon my purblind underftanding, by mean; 
ot which, I could not ſee afar off But now, 
that all my intellectual faculties are both en- 
larged and per fected, and I can ſee the whole 
of what I then had but a ſhort and imperfed 
view of; how much more pleaſant and de- 
lighiful muſt it be? How much more mu 
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it magnify the wiſdom of the great Contriver * | 
to ſee, men cager in the proſecution of- thei we 
cwn deſigns, and the fultilling of their lufts Jen 
not having a regard to any thing beſides the 

aA © a go te 
fatisfving of themſelves; and yet to ſee hoy an 
all thefe things are over-ruled to the effectin — 
of the Divine good Pleaſure, and bringing "a 
things, long fince decreed, to paſs, although 
a —p* . . „ © MEOH 

thoſe inftraments knew nothing of it, is in, 
labs Le ; net 

deed well tcitiing'hin who is ſo wonderfu 

| Fa hat: 

in counſel, aid excecent in working : To who. 
| | 7 er- 
be glory, and bleſſing, and praiſe, throug 3 
all the endleſs Ages of Eternity. © ay 
Thus the Eternal Father had decrced ou 155 | 
Great Re:lcemer ſhould be born in Bethe. 55 


i 
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f. for ſo the Prophet Mica had declared, ſay- 
7 ing. Bul thou Betnlſem Ephrata, tho' a be 
125 among the 1houſands of Judah, yet out of, 
thee ſuall ne come forth unto me, who 15 "to be 
Ruler in 1frael, thoſe geings forth hawe been 
ny from of old, from Ct i 17, But when the 
time drow near he would be born, the Bleſ- 
fed Virgin lived at Nazareth, wit her eſpouſ- 
ed huſband, Foſeph, deſigning nothing elſe 
but to lic in there; which would have_con- 
tradicted what the Proph et Micah, by Divine 
Inſpiration, had long ago foretold : And 
hereforc, at this time. Anguſius Ca ſar, the 
Roman Emperor, puts out a decree, that all 
he empire ſhould be taxed, and each one in 
his qv-n city from whence he deſe ended, and 
hat both men and women: 'This cauſed the 
Bleſſed Virgin and her eſpouſed huſband to 
o to Bethlehem (big as the was, and far as 
vas the way) that they might there be taxed 
according to what Cfxfar had decreed ; and 
here the Lord of Life muſt then beborn ac- 
cording to what M:cah propheſied. Caſar 
uned only at his getting money, and vet 
hat aim of his, through the Divine Wiſdom 
ver-ruling it, was made a means to bring 
about the fulfilling of the prophecy, in ſo 
mportant a matter as the birth ot the Mſſiah. 

[his tends exceedingly to magnify the migh- 
wiſdom and over-ruling Providence of 


God, 
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God, who governs all events to his own gr. 
glory, and his people's good. he) 
You knew a perſon, Epenetus, in the world I gre 
below, who. having propoſed to go lee a pr: 
friend, and ſtay at his houſe ſome days, fell Nof 
down as hc was getting upon horſeback, and mil 
broke his leg, which put a ſtop to his intend, frig 
ed journey: "This he eſteemed a very grea 
afllition ; but in a few days after received ue 
intelligence that his friend's houſe, was caſu-Ww'h 
ally burnt that very night that he intendedſyunn 
to have lain there, and all the people in itWhy 
This made him look on that which. he at firlihot 
thought to be an affliction, to be a mercy to 
him; and that the breaking of his leg wa 
but in order to the ſaving of his life, -Many 
ſuch inſtances of Divine Love and Gootinel 
might be given, which here the Bleſſed re 
win a lively ſenſe of; and mention in theyſpdmi 
ſongs of praiſe and 1 to God and 
to the Lamb. deen 
Again, my Fan, here all the Bleſſeq@cvel 
are eternally employed in ſinging praiſes i 
Him, ho by his wondrous grace has brought 
them to his glory. Here we ſee plainly thi 
gulph of Ev erlaiting Ruin, in which we wenFour 
{9 like to plunge ourſelves, had he not ſtopſou, 
ped our way, He often AK. up our wal 
with thorns, that ſo we might not travel! 
deitiuttion, The various methods of hi 


grace 
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n grace, whereby he brought us to himſelſ, we 
here repeat to one another, and join in one 
great chorus to his praiſe: And whilſt we 
Yraiſe him thus, he ſtreams forth emanations 
of his grace upon us, whereby we are aſſi- 
milated more into his likeneſs, which is our 
frigheſt happineſs, 

Thus, Epenetus, I have anſwered your laſt 
q ueſtion, which you will better underſtand : 
hen you ſhall come to be clogthed with 
ledſÞnmortality, In the mean time, walk wor- 
it ty of the grace you have received; and let 
fir ot your attainments puff you up, but give 
© God the glory of his grace; and let what 
ou have ſeen and heard have this effect, to 
ake you ſo much more zbhor yourſelf for 
our OWN vileneſs, The great Apoſtle of 
he Gentiles, who like yourſelf was once 
admitted. hither, declares he ſoon met with 
ſe t/:077 in the fleſh; leſt he ſhould: ele have 
deen puffed up too much for the abundant 
evelations that he had received. Let this 
Fxample therefore Keep you humble: Humi- 
Wity will be your beſt, defence; ſuch God 
xalts, whilſt he the proud depreſſes. I fee 
our Guardian Angel is coming towards 
ou, and therefore, Epenctus, fare-you-well 
il next you come, and then we will part no 
More. | 1 
en. She had no ſooper ſpoke, but ſhe 


_ departed, 
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departed, and the bright Form that brought] On 
me from the world below into this place off the 
Happinels, was preſent with me; to whom, 
as I was bowing, _ | 

Ang. Bow to the Thrane (ſaid he) and not 
to me, I have already told 808 Jam thy fellou 
creature: and therefore worſhip God alone for I 
alone is worthy of adoration, Haſt thou obſer . 
ed thele Heavy enly Manſions well? 

Eben, I then replied, I have obſerved, and 
have almoſt been raviſhed with their glory; vit 
but even here I could but ſec in part; their 
ſplendour was too bright, and too diapha o. 
ous for my beholding. And yet the. fight 
was ſo extreme delightful, that I conld wh 
I might ſtay here for ever. 

Ang. I have, replied the owl. a com- 
miſſion to re- conduct you to the world be- 
low; not only to the earth from whencel 
took you, but to the regions of the Prince d 
Darkneſs, that thou mayeſt there ſee the 
Reward of Sin, and what incenſed juſtice 


has prepared, as the juſt judgment of their reþ 1 
bellion who would exalt themſelves abbreffſ - 
the Throne of the Moſt High. But do not A, 
therefore be afraid; for as I have a commit 
ſion to bring thee thither, ſo have I like wiſe fes 

to bring thee back again, and leave thee i hilf 
the world from whence I took thee, till tho 11 


haſt there put off wan ; and then I hall 
er 
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ht once more be thy conductor hither, where 
* iff thou ſhalt live for ever with all the Bleſied 
here. 

Epen. Theſe laſt words of the Angel did, 
as it were, put new life into me: For to leave 
Heaven for Earth, was that which did ex- 

tremely diſcompcſe me, and would have ren- 
Mdcred me unconlolable, but that I knew the 
wine Will was ſuch. But to lade Heaven for 
Lell, was that which turned my very heart 
vithin me, However, when I knew that 
hat it was the Divine good Pleaſure that I 
hould be returned from thence to earth again, 
nd there put oft mortality, and then be re- 
Au onducted up to Heaven, I was a littlecom- 
orted, and found within myſelf an entire 
eſignation to the will of God; and there fore 
be id with ſome aſſurance to my bright con- 
uctor, that which the Bleſſed God has or- 
lered, I ſhall be always willing to obey, af 
hole great mercy I have already had ſo very 
arge experience. 

That even in Hell itfelf I will not fear, 

May I but have has preſence with ne there, 

4g. To this my ſhining Guardian an- 
vercd me, Wherever the Bleſſed God vouch- 


ie fes his preſence, there is Heaven, and 
ee il halſt we are in Hell, he will be with us. 
tho Epen. Then bowing low before the Al- 


hall izhty's Throne, ſwiſter than thought my 
| Guar- 


* 
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Guardian Angel carryed me ten thouſandÞoc! 
leagues helow the Imperial Heavens, where ht 1: 
when I {aw thoſe mighty globes of fares, theſep"ny 
ever-burning lamps of the Ætherial Heavens Hou 
I thus beſpoke my bright Conductor; that her 
| bad heard, when I was uponearth, that each 
one of theſe fixed ſtars were worlds; and | 
believed thev might; becauſe, though hen 
they are ol ſuchamightymagnitude, they ſeen 
to us on earth juſt ſuch ſmall things as what 
the earth ſeeins here; although, indeed, th 
earth ſeems here more dark than they do un 


to thoſe that are on earth. But having ſucÞ7 
an opportunity, I would willingly be infor, E 
ed from vou what truth there is therein. ng 
Ang. Lo this my ſhining Guardian ane! 
{wered me, Jo Him who is Almighty, then At 
is nothing impoſſible; nor can there be th 
bound ſet to infinitv, The ever- bleſſed G r 
took ſix days time to make the word bels li 
but could as well have made it in one mond 
ment, if he had ſo determined ; it was th th 
putting forth of his Almighty Power that dig 3 | 
ert 


efſect it; and what that power can do, then 
is none can tell but he that does poſſeſs it 
But from his power, to argue, it is his wi! 


is no good logick in the School of Heaven 
He does whatever he pleaſes, both in hea 
ven above, and in the earth below; ant 
what he pleaſes to reveal to us, we know 

a al 
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nd what he has not ſo revezled, are ſecrets 
\nWocked up in his own Eternal Counſel, which 
t is a bold and preſumptuous curiofity for 
any creature to enquire into. There is no 
oubt but he can make as many worlds as 
here are ſtars in heaven, if it pleaſes him; 
put that he has done ſo, he has not yet re- 


ere 
16ſt 
ens, 
at 


AC g 
d ſealed, nor is it therefore our duty to en- 
he 0 zuire. 


By this time we were come down to the 


Cen 

haÞwelt regions of the air, where I ſaw multi- 
des of horrid forms, and diſmal dark ap- 

unleerances, fly from the ſhining preſence of 

ſucWy bright Conductor. 


ru Eben. Theſe ſure, ſaid I, are ſome of the 
anguard of hell, ſo black and ſo affrighting 

an e their forms. 

then Angel. Theſe are, ſaid my Conductor, ſome 
be & the apoſtate ſpirits, that wander up and 
Gown in the air, and on the earth, like roar- 

love lions, ſeeking whom they may devour 2 
mond though they are fled hence. you will 

th them quickly in their own dark tertito- 

t dies; for we are now upon the borders of the 
tei fernal Pit. 
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The Torments of the Damned. > 
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I Quickly found the words of my Condue 
tor very true; for we were ſoon ſurrounc 
ed with a darknefs much more black. that 
night, which was attended with a ſtink mor 
ſuffocat ng far than that of burning brim 
ſtone; my cars were likewiſe filled with the 
horrid yellings of the damned ſpirits, that al 
the moſt diſcordant notes on earth were, in 
eee of this, melodious muſic. 


Ang. Now, ſaid my Guardian Angel, ono: 
are on the verge of Hell; but do not fear the 1 
power of the Deſtroyer, for my commiſſoFc.: ; 
from the Imperial Throne ſecures you fron. 1: 
all dangers: Here you may here from devil a ... 


and damned ſouls; the curſed cauſes of the 
endleſs ruin; and what you have a mindt 
aſk, enquire, and they ſhall anſwer you: Ti 
devils cannot hurt you, though they would 
for they are bound by him that has coun 
inet 


4 
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ſioned me, of which themſelves are ſenſible, 
which makes them rage, and fret, and roar, 
and bite their hated chain, but all in vain. 

We y >w' were come within Hell's Terr 


tories, placed in the caverns of the Infernal! 


d Deep; there; where earth's centre reconciles 
Rall things, where all effects do in their cauſes. | 
ſleep There; in a ſulphureous lake of liquid 
fire, bound with the adamantme chain of 
Heaven's fixed decree, ſat Lucifer, upon à 
burning throne; his horfid eyes fparkling 
due with helliſh-fury, as full of rage as his ſtrong 
pains could make him. Thoſe wandering 
fiends, that, as we came from heaven, fled 
before us, had (I perceived) given notice of 
bur coming, which put all helll in an uproay, 
and thus made Lucifer to vent his horrid 
| * againſt the Bleſſed God; Which 
he delivered with ſuch an air of arrogance: 
and pride, as plainly ſhews he only wanted 
power, but neither rage nor malice. 
Lucifer, What would the Thunderertay 
aid he? He has my heaven already whoſe 
adiant ſceptre this bold hand ſhould bear: 
And for thoſe never-fading fields of light, 
my fair inheritance, confines me here in this 
dark houſe of death, ſorrow, and woe! What 
would he have hell from me tos; that he in- 
ſults me here? Ah! could I but obtain-an1- 
her day to try it in, I would make Heaven 
ſhake, * 
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1 
Make, and * bright Throne to totter. Nor 
would 1 fear the utmoſt of his power, though | _ 
ke had fiercer flames than theſe to throw 7 
me in. I hough then I loſt the day, the 
fault was not mine: No winged ſpirit ! in t 
Heaven's arched roof bid fairer for the vice 3 
tory than I did. But Ah! (continued he, 
With a changed voice) that day is, loſt, a ad 
I am doomed, for ever deomed,, to: theſe h. 
Ca k tertitories! But it is-at-leaſt ſome gom- __ 
fort to me ſtill, that mankind's ſorrow waits be 
upon my woe. And ſince I cannot on the 
Thunderer, I will wreak the utmoſt of my tf; 
rage on them. | 
/.pen. I was amazed to here his impious 
ſpeech, and could not forbear ſaying to my 
Conductor, How juſtly are his blaſphe miei n 
| n warded ? | N 
Ang. What you have heard from this apoſ- _. 
tate ſpirit, is both his fin and puniſhment; b. 
for every blaſphemy he belches againft Hes. ent 
ven, makes hell the hotter to him. | 101 
We then paſſed on further, amongſt dil-M.. N 
mal ſcenes of unmixed ſorrow, and {aw two fl 
wretched ſouls tormented by a fiend, who 
without ceaſing plunged them in liquid fire, 
and burning brimſtone, whilſt they at the 
ſime time accuſed and curſed each other; 
one of them ſaying to his tormented fellow- 
ſufferer, O curled be thy face, that ever I ſe 
C ye 
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eves upon thee ! My miſery is long of thee ; 

I may thank thee for this, for it was thy 
perſuaſions brought me hither; thou didſt 
er:tice me, thou it was that didſt inſnare me 
thus. It was your covetouſeneſs and cheat- 
ing, and your oppreſſion, and grinding of 
the poor, that brought me huher, If you 
had but ſet me a good example, as you did 
an ill one, might, for ought I know, have 
been in heaven, and there have been as hap- 
ry as I am now miſerable : But, O wretch 
that I was! my following your ſteps has 
made me in this wretched ftate, and ruined 
me for ever: O that I had never ſeen thy 
face. or thou hadſt never been born to do 
wy foul that wrong that vou have done. 

* The c ter wretch replied, And may I not 
as well blame you? For do you not remem- 
ber how at ſuch a time and place you did 
entice me. and drew me out. and aſked me 
if I would not go along with you, when I 
was about my other buſineſs, about my law- 
ful calling? But you called me away, and 
therefore are as much in fault as I: Though” 
| was covetous, yet you were proud; and 
if you learned cf me your covetouſneſs, I am 
e] Jearnod of you my pride and drunken- 
ness; and though you learned of me to cheat, 
vet you leut ned me to whore, to lye, and 
Icoit at goodnels, Ihus, though I ſtumbled 
you 
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you in ſome things, you ſtumbled me 28 


much in others; and therefore if you blame 


me, I can blame you as much. And if I 
have to anſwer for ſome of your moſt filthy 


actions, you have ftill to anſwer for ſome of 


mine: I with you never had come hither; 


the very looks of you do wound my ſoul, by 
bringing {in a freſh into my mind: It was 


with yon, with you it was I ſmned. O grief 
unto my foul! Anl ſince I could not ſhun 
thy company there, O that I could haye 
been without it here! 

From this fad dialogue I ſoon perceived, 
that thoſe who are companions upon earth 
in fin, ſhail be ſo too in hell in puniſhment, 
And though on earth they love each other's 
company, they will not care for it in hell, 


This, I believe, was the true reaſon why Diver 


ſeemed ſo charitable to his brethren, that be 
woald have them warned, that ſo they might 


not come into this place-of torment ; at was | 


love unto himſelf, and not to them, that was 


his motive; becauſe had they come thither, | 
his torments would have thereby been in- | 


eteaſed. 

But there were yet more tragic ſcenes of ſor. 
rom; for leaving thoſe two curſed wretchet 
accuſing each other, tor being authors of each 


| Hther's miſery, we paſſed on turther, behold- 


ing ſeveral woeful ſpectacles; and among 


Others, | 


* of „ 
others, one who {till had flaming ſulphur 


force ed lown her throat by a tormenting ſpirit, 
which he did with that horaid cruelty and 
irſolence I could not but fay to him: 

Ehen. Why ſhould You ſo de! 1zht in the 
tormenting of that curſed wretch, as to be 
thus pPerjpe! 'ually pouring that flaming and 
infernal liquor down her throat ? 

Find. This is no more but a juſt retribu- 
tion, replied the fend : This woman in her 
life-time was ſucha ſordid wietch, that though 
ſhe had gold enough, could deter latin fed, 
ana therefore now I pour it down her throat: 
She cared not who ſhe ruined and undid, ſo 
ſhe could get their gold; and when ſhe had 
amaſſech t ether a greater treaſure than ever 
ſhe co-|4 {pend, her love of money would 
not let her (pend ſo much of it as to ſapply 
herſelf with 9 ne common 1 OS 
of lite required: for ihe then went often 
with an empty den y. „ though her bags were 
fall. or elſe he filled it at another's charge: 
And as for her ap parel, it either never grew 
old, or, it were fo, it was alway's lo ſup- 
plic-l with parches, that at laſt it Was aud 
to {ay which piece was an Original. as It is 
among the learned men on earth to find our 
the original of . She kept rio houſe, be- 
Cauſe ihe would not Fe taxed * not Keep her 
treuture in ler hands, for ſear he mould be 
: robber ; 
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robbed; nor let it out without good *bonds | 
and mortgages, for tear of being cheated; || 1 
although the erer cheated all ſhe could, and 
was herſelf fo great a cheat, ſhe cheated her 
own body of its food, and her own ſoul of 
mercy, And yet this curſed wretch had but 
one child in all the world to give it to, whom 
. ſhe had brought up ſo, ſhe knew no more 
bo to make uſe of it than her mother did. 
Since gold then was her god on earth, is it 
not juſt that ſhe ſhould have her belly-full in 
hell ? . 
Eden. When her tormentor had done ſpeak - 01 
ing, I aſked her whether what he ſaid were ¶ to 
true or not? To this ſhe anſwered me, No; ¶ ſh 
to my grief it is not. How ! to your grief, in 
aid I? Yes, to my grief, ſaid ſhe : Becauſe, 
were that which my tormentor tells you, true, 1 Fc 
ſhould be better ſatisfied he tells you, that it is no 
gold that he pours down mYthroat ; but he wi 
is a lying devil, and ſpeakg#alſely : were it I fro 
but gold, I never ſhould complain; but he 
abuſes me, and fn the ſtead of gold, he only we 
gives me horrid ſtinking ſulphur: Had I my If ing 
gold, I ſhould be happy ſtill; which I fo 
truly value, that if I had it here, I ſcarce 
would bribe heaven with it, to be removed 
from hence, 
| I could not forbear telling my conduttor, 


1 was amazed to hear a wreich, in hell 1 
ſo 
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ſo to doat upon her riches, and that too, 
whilſt in the tormentor's hands. ; 

Ang. This may (ſaid he) convince you it 
is {in that is the greateſt of all evils; and where 
love of that prevails, that foul is loſt for ever: 
And therefore it is the greateſt of all puniſh« - 
ments to be abatgloned to the love of ſin, 
The love of gold (to which this curſed crea- 
ture is given ap) is a more exquiſite and fatal 
puniſhment, than that which the Apoſtate 
Spirits here inflict upon her. 

Epen. Oh! ſaid I, could but wicked men 
on earth, for one ſmall moment lay their ears 
to this month of Tophet, and hear theſe horrid 
ſhrieks of damned ſouls, they could not be 
in love with fin again. | 

Ang. Eternal Truth has told us otherwile: 
For thoſe that will not fear his miniſters, 
nor have regard to what his word contains, 
will not be warned, though one ſhould come 


from hell. 


We had not come much: further, before 


ve ſaw a wretched ſoul lie on a bed of burn- 
ing ſteel, almoſt choaked with brimſtone; 


who cried out, as one under a dreadful an- 
guiſh, with a note of deſcription; Which made 
me deſire of my conductor to tay a While, 
that I might liſten more attentively to what 
he ſaid and thereupon J heard him ſpeak 
as follows, | 

| Ah, 


0 
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Ah, miſerable wretch! Undone ſor ever, 
for ever! O theſe killing words For ev.r ! 
will not a thouſand thouſand years ſuftice, to 
hear that pain, which if I could avoid it I 
would not bear one moment for a thouſand 
thouſand worlds; no, nogply miſery never 
will have an end; after the tho:ſfand thou— 
fand years, * will be For ever ſtill. O hapleſs, 
belpleſs. hopeleſs, ſtate indeed! 
ever is the hell of hell! O curſed wietch! 
Curſed to all eternity | How wiltully have! 
undone myſelf! O what ſt; pendous tol'y 
am I guilty of, to chooſe ſin's ſhort and mo- 
mentary pleaſure, at the dear rate ef ever- 
laſting pain! How oft have I been told it 
would be ſo! How often preſſed to leave 
thoſe paths of fin; that would be ſure to 
bring me to the chambers of eternal death ! 
But I, like the deaf adder, lent no ear unto 
thoſe charmers, though they charmed fo 
They told me often, that mv fhort-f 
lived pleaſures would quickly iſſue in eternal 

ain; and now too ſad experience tells me ſo, 
it tells me ſo indeed, but it is too late to help 


wiſely. 
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»Tis th: 'S For 


it, for my eternal ſtate i is fixed forever. Why 


ſtings 


had I reaſon given me! Why was I made 
with an immortal ſoul, and yet ſhould take 
ſo little care of it! O how my own. neglech 
me to death, and yet IJ know I cannot, 


I I muſt not die! But live a dying life, work 
than 
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than ten thouſand deaths; and yet I might 
once have helped all this, and would not! 
O that is the gnawing worm that never dies! 
might have once been bapfo f ſalvation once 

was offered me and I refuſed it: Ah! had 

it been but once, yet to refule it, had been 
a folly not to be forgiven, but it was offered 
me a thouſand times, and yet (wretch that I 
was) I ſtill as often refuſed it. O curled fin, 
that with deluding pleaſures, bewitches man- 
kind to eternal ruin! Gos often called, but 
Las often refuſed, he ft:erched his hand out, 
but I would not mind it. How eften have 
I ſet at nought his counſel ! How often have 
I refuſed his reproof ! But now the, ſcene is 
changed; the caſe is altered: for now he 
laughs at my calamity, and mocks at that de- 
ſtruction which is come upon me. He would 
have helped me once, but then I would not, 
and therefore thoſe eternal miſeries 1 am con- 


demned to undergo, is but the juſt reward 
Jof my ow n doing. 6 


I could not here this doleful lamentation, 


without reflecting on the wonderous grace 


the ever- bleſſed God had ſhewn to me: E- 
ternal praiſes to his holy name! For my 
heart told me, that I had deſerved as much 
as that ſad wretch, to be the objett of eter- 
nal wrath ; and it is his Grace alone has made 
us differ! | | 
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O how unſcarchable his Counſels be ! t 
Aud who can fathom his divine Decree ! 1 
Aſter theſe reflections, I addreſſed myſelf a 
to the dolefel complainer, and told him, I I} © 
had heard his woful lamentation, by which — 


I perceived his miſery was great and his loſs 
irreparable; and told him, I would willing- n, 
ly be informed of it more particularly, which _ 
might poſſibly be ſome alleviation of his — = 

erings. or 

Dam. Soul. No, nov at all, my pains are 
ſuch as can admit of no relief, no not for 
one ſmall moment. But by the queſtion; you Ev 
have aſked, I do perceive'you are a ſtranger - AY 
here; and may you ever be ſo, Ah! had | an 
but the leaſt hopes ſtill remaining, how would thi 
I knee}, and cry, and pray for ever, to be re- H. 
deemed ſrom hence! But ah, it is all in vain, 3 
I am loſt for ever.— wt 
+ Though, that you may beware of coming Hin 
hither, [ u tell you what the damned, ſuffer wh; 
here. 

Our miſeries in this infernal dungeon are 
of two ſorts, what we have loſt and what we 
undergo : And theſe I will reduce each to 
their ſeveral heads; although the ſad relation 
will give a greater ſting to what I feel. 

Fir then for what we have loſt. 
In this ſed dark abode of miſery anc 
8 we hay e loſt the preſence of the ever- 


© bleſſed 


ont of Hell. | 119 


bleſſed Gop : And this is that which makes 
this dungeon, Hell. Though we had loſt 
a thoufand worlus, it would not be fo much 
as this one loſs: Could but the leaſt glimpſe 
of his favour enter here, we might be hap- 


1 py; but we have loſt it to our everlaſting 
oe. | 2 
ols 2, Here we have likewiſe loſt the compa- 


nv of Saints and Angels, and in their room 
have nothing but tormenting Devils. 

3. Here we have loſt Heaven too, the ſeat 
of Blefledneſs ; There is a deep gulph be- 
twixt us and Heaven, ſo that we are ſhut 
out from thente for ever. Thoſe everlaſting 


ou gates that let the Bleſſed into Happineſs, are 
71 now for ever ſhut againſt us here, 
nl. 4 Here we have alſo loſt all pity ; and 


this is to the miſerable a great loſs; Jo have 
tl. t God, who does ſo pity ſinners, that he 
has. given has beloved Son to die for them, 
to be ſo far from pitying us, that he rejoices 
p in our miſery, and will do ſo for ever, is that 
iffer eu a: * 
Which {ings us to the very heart, and makes 
our miſery beyond meaſure miſerable. And 
what can be more cruel and tormenting, than 
to have that Redeemer, that gives his very 
blood for others, deny to pity us? Nor will 
he ſaints and angels pity us, but whilſt we 
here are howling in our miſery, under the 
vrath of an incenſed God, the , 
. ial 
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Let, O that this were all! But we have ſenſe 
of pain as well as loſs: And having ſhewel 


would they think themſelves? Yet all thok 


lerable pungent pains that we endure. He 
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ſhall rejoice that we are damned. and God is 8 
glorified in our deſttuction. Behold the dil. } ,\ 
F. To make our wretchednefs yet far more 
wretched, we have loft the hope of ever be- 
ing in a better ſtate, which renders our cons 
dition truly hopeleſs. He that upon earthis 
the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a re- 
ſerve. And, therefore, it is a common 

verb there; That were it not for hope, the heart 
would break, Well may our hearts break then, 
fince we are hefe both without hope and 
help. This is what we have loſt; which, 
but to think on, is enough to tear and rend. 
and gnaw upon our miſerable ſouls for ever, 


you what we have loſt, I am now to fle. 
you what we undergo, 

1. And firſt, We undergo variety of tor 
ments; we are tormented here a thouſand 
nay ten thouſands ſeveral ways. They thi 
are moſt afflicted upon earth, have ſeldon 
any more than one diſtemper at a time: But 
ſhould they have the plague, the gout, th 


ſtone and fever at a time, how miſerabk 
arc but like the biting of flea, to thoſe inte 


we have all the loathed variety of hell 
5 grapp? 
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5 apple with: Here is fire that is unquen- 
Tis 5 able to burn us with; a lake of burning 
lie brimſtone ever choaking us; eternal chains 

to tye us; here is utter darkneſs to affti gas 
ore us, and a worm of conſcience, that gnaws 
be- upon us everlaſtingly: And any one of theſe” 
ois worſe to bear, than all the torments man- 
h SY kind ever felt on earth. 

2. But as our torments here are var ons, 
ſo are they univerſal too; afflifting each part 
of the body, and tormenting all the powers 
of the ſoul ; which renders what we ſufter 
moſt unſ:fferable. In thoſe diſtempers you 
men are ſeized withal on earth, though ſome 
parts are afflicted, other parts-are free; al- 
though your body may be out of order, your 
head may yet be well; and though your head 
be ill, your vitals may be free; or though 
your vitals be affected, your arms and legs 
may ſtill be clear. But here it is otherwite ; . 
tO each member of the ſoul and body is at ONCE 

torinented, 
The eye is here tormented with the fight 
of devils, who do appear in all the kortid 

But ſhapes, and black appearances that fin can 
tu ove them. The ear is continually tormemed 
rabe with the loud yellings and cor tinual outert's 
thok of the damned. The noſtrils ſmochered with 

ſulphureous flames; the tongue with! bning 
bliſters; and the whole body rolled 11: Hames 
L of 


122 Is World to Come Or, 
of liquid fire, $4 all the powers and fa. 


culties of our ſouls are here tormented The 
imagination, with the thoughts of preſent 
win; the memory loit, with reflecting on 
What a heaven we have lof, and of thoſe 
opportunities we had of being faved. Our 
minds arg here tormented with conſidering 
how vainly we have ſpent our precious time, 
and how we have abuſed it. Our underſtand- 
ing is tormented in the thoughts of our pait 
pleaiures, preſent pains and future ſorrows, 
which are to laſt for ever, And our conſci- 
ences are tormented with a continual gnaw- 
m Worm. | 

3. Another thing that makes our miſery 
inf nportable, is the exiremity.ot our tor— 
ments: the fire that burns us is {o violent, 
hat ail the water in the (ea can neveyquench 
it; the pains we fuſer here are lo extream, 
that it is impotſible they thould be known by 


* * *. 7 ! . 2 ! ! 4 J 54 3 * g . * 
zue Bne out ttoie that ices them. W nate we 


. "a i. * * * . . 
ſuttice here Aiſplaus its Hower i the ſuſtain— 


ing at our dying lives. under thuſe great and 
ersciating fans, Which ſcarce an angels 


itrength cold undergo. 
Fl] ' 2 k . 
42. Another of the fad ingtedents of our 
meſerv is the conturty of our Forments: 


As vero0!s aid as nmrverfal, and as extream 
Vid as teVY are, they are continual too; 
nor hoe wetlcloatthitormniiion from them, 

| our 


* f 
* 


Vifons of Hell. 123 


* 9 < 
he our miſcries are both e always 
ent ſo, If there were azy relaxation, it might 
on | he lome allay: But this makes our condition 
> ſo deplorable that there's no intermiſſion of 
ur our 10rmen's, but what we ſuffer now we 
ng | muſt for ever ſuffer, This cauſes a hatred 
ne, to ariſe in our hearts againſt God; and our 


1d- MW batted againſt God continues our miſeries 
ait upon vs. | 
vs, 5. The ſociety ar company we have here, | 
ci- ib another 19gredient in our miſery: 'Torment- 
W ing devils, and tormented fouls, are all our 


conMany ; and dreadiul ſhri 'eks and howl- 
ry WW 1025, under the fiercneſs of our pain; and 
or- feartul execrations againſt him whole power 
nt, MW and juſtice keeps us here, is all our conver- 
ch ation. And here the torments of our fellow- 


m, 1{.,\-rers are ſo far from mitigating our miſe- 
by WM ry, that they increaſe our pain. 
vel: 6, The place 1 in which we ſulſer is andther 


in- thing that increaſes our ſufferings : It is the 
nd WF abfirett of all miſery, a priſon, a dungeon, 
el's Ja bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and brimſtone, 
a furnace of fire that burns to eternity, the 
dur blackne!ls of darkneſs for ever; and laſtly, 
ts: Hell itfeif, And ſuch a wretched place as 
am this muſt needs increaſe our wretchedneſs. ® 
0; 7. The cruelty of our tormentors, is ano- 
em, tber thing that adds to our torments: Our 
zur tormentors are devils, in whom there is no 
La | pity. 
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not how to bear; and yet what I muſt ever 
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pity but being tormented themſelves do yet 


take pleaſure in tormenting us. 

S. All thoſe particulars that I have reck- 
oned up, are very grievous; but that which : 
makes them much more grievous is, that they p 

{hall ever be ſo; that all our moſt iatolbera: 


ble ſufferings ſhall laſt to all eternity: ONl © 
wretched ſtate of men! To be the everlaſting . 
objects of God's revenging juſtice: Depart . 


from me, ye curſed, into everlaſling fire, is that 
which is perpetually ſounding in my ears WI . 
O that I could reverſe that fatal ſentence! OM _ 
that there was but a bare poſſibility of doing 
it! What is it that I would not do or ſuffer 
to effect it? And yet Almighty Power can 
inflict no more than what I ſuffer now. But 
that 1 ſhall for ever ſuffer it, is what I know! 


undergo. Thus have I ſhewed you the mi- 
ſcrable caſe that we are in, and ſhall te i 
for ever. | 
This wretched ſoul had ſcarcely made an 
end of what he was ſaying, before he was 
afreſh tormented by an hell:th fury, who bid 
him ceaſe complaining, for it was in vain; 
Beſides, ſaid he, do not you know you have WW, 
# deſerved it all? How often were you told d. 
of this before, but would not then believe it? 
You laughed at them that told you of a hell; F<. 


nay, ycu were ſo preſumptuous, to dare AL - 
mighty 


- 


o 
* 
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vet mighty Juſtice to deſtroy you? How often 
hays vou ealied on God tc damn vou? And 
don now $omplain that yo are anſwered 

h accord: Ng to your w; ihes? What an unrea- 

* 4 Hetining is this, that you ſhould call ſo 

ay > danmation, and yet be fo uneaſy 

Th Pier it? You cn yourſeif, you had ſalva- 
ron off tered you, and you refuſed it with \ 
what face then can you co: „plain 0: being 
Fun! J have more reaſon to compla! * | 
thin you, for von have had a long time of | 
reptnt ice given you; but 1 was turned to 
ke!! as hs as 1 had inne: You had ſal- 
vation offered vou, and pardon and forgive 
neſ: Sten ten: Jered you; but J never ha 
any mere offered me; but was conigned, 
a5 1902 as | had fir _ to everlaſting puniſhs as . 
ment: If I had had the offer of ſalvation, f | 
never Would have fl bo wa it as you have 
dane: And it had been bY ettcr for you, that 
vou had never had the offer of it neither; for 


. ten damnation had been eaſier to vou: Who 
bid do vg think thovld pity you, that would 
in 18 Aan: ed! in 8 ht of heaven itfell ? 8 
ww» Tins nige the wretch cry out, O do not 


tol thus continue to cory nent ine, L know that my , 
ceitruftion i is of mvlelf: O that could for- 
get it! The thoughts of that is here my głeat- 


Al. elt plague: 1 would be damned, and there- 
fore julily am ſo. 4 


gh 1.3 Then 
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as ſeveral did, to our great diſappo ntment: 


ſo paſt away. 


ductor, is the condition of theſe damned 


5 | 
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Then turning to the Fiend that tortured 
him, he ſaid, but it was through thy tempta- {| 4 
tions, curſed devil: It was thou that tempt. I b 
edit me to all the fins I have been guilty of; I tl 
and doſt thou now upbraid me ? You ſay you v 
never had a Saviour offered you; but you th 
ſhould call to mind, you never had a tempter Il th 
neither, as I have had continually of thee; i th 


from whoſe importunate ſolicitations I never to 


could be free. | 

To this the devil ſcornfully replyed, I own 
it was my buſineſs to decoy you hither ; and 
you have oft been told fo by your preachers; 
'They told you plain enough we ſought your 
ruin, and went about continually like roar- 
ing lions, {ceking whom we could devour; 
and I was oft afraid you would believe them, 


But you were willing to do what we would 
have you; and ſince you have done our work, 
it is but reaſonable that we ſhould pay your 
wages. And then the Ftend tormented him 
afreſh, which cauſed hua to roar out ſo hot- 
ridly, I could no longer ſtay to hear him, and 


Epen. How diſmal, ſaid I then to my con. 


ſouls! They are the devil's flaves while upon 
earth, and he upbraids, and then torments 


them for it, when they come to hell, 


| Annel 
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Angel. Their malice againſt all the race of 
Adam, ſaid my conductor, is exceeding gieat, 
becauſe the Bleſſed Redeemer dyed to ſave 
them, and they enjoy that happineſy;Hyom 
which thoſe ſpirits were caft down. And 
tho' it is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon 
the Elect, ſo as to make one periſh, yet ance; +. 
they know not who they are, they ceafe nod 
to tempt all to fin, by all the means they can, I 
as knowing that is the way to make them 
miſerable : And Becauſe many ſouls are ig- 
norant of their devices, they eaſily prevail 
upon them to their eternal ruin. And how - 
they treat them here, for liſtening to their 
temptations, you have ſeen already, and will 
ſee more of it quickly. And though they do 
it to ſatisfy the rage they have againſt them, 
as they are men, yet are they therein the Al- 
mighty's Agents, and the juſt executioners 
ot his deſerved vengeance againſt finners, who 
wiltully deſtroy themſelves, by liſtening to 
the devil. | | | 

Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multitude 
of damned ſouls together, gnaſking their 
teeth with extreme tage and pain, hilſt the 
tormenting fiends, with helliſh fury, poured 
liquid fire and brimſtone continually apap | 
them; they, in the mean time, curſing God 
themſelves, and thoſe about them, in blaſ- 
ph eming after a fremendous manner, 
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oben lins to anſwer for, but all theſe too, 
whom they have led aſtray, both by thei 
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could not forbear aſking of one fiend that Out 
fo tormented them. who they were that hef vt 
uled ſo cruelly ? Said E faſt 

Fiend, They are thoſe that yery well de- en 
ſerve it : 7 Heſe are thole curſed wretches that bel. 
would teach others the right read to heaven, 
Whilſt vet themſelves were lo in love with 
hell. that they came hither. Theſ2 are thoſe 
ſouis that have been the great faftors of hell 
po: the earth, and there! fore do deſerve a 
part? cular regard in hell, We ui» our utmoſt 
G1i1pence to give every one their ſhare 6 
torments. but will be [re to take care theſe 
mall not want; ior theſe have not only their 


doctrine an! example, 
Eben. Since they have been ſuch i great ſac- 


tors for hc:1. as you fay, methinks grat:tude A 

ſheuld oblige you to ale them a little worÞ£<ar 

kinaly. ne. 

Fiend, To this the impudent fend anſwer nta] 

ed me, in a ſcoffing manner, they that ee 

pect gratitude among devi ls, W Will ünd them- cole 

{clves miſtaken ; gratitud? is à virtue. but ere 

we hate all virtue, and profeſs an immortal ight 
enmity againft it. Beſides, we hate all lexrn- Ef 

ing, and were it in our power, not one dt . 


them ſhould be happy. It is true we do not D 
tell them ſo upon rh, becauſe there. it ul © 
| Our 
- 
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hat our bufincſs to flatter and delude them; but 
when we have them here, where they ate 
faſt enough (for from hell there is no redempti- 
cn we ſoon convince them of their folly in 
-harf believing us, 

a Epen. From the diſcourſe 1 had heard of 
this and other of the devils, I could rot but 
reflect, that it is infinite and unſpeakable 
grace, by which any poor ſinners are brought 
to heaven; conſidering how many ſnares and 
baits are laid by the enemy of ſouls to intrap 
hem by the way; and therefore it is a work 
ef. vel! worthy of the bleſſed Son of God. to 
ave his people from their ſins, and to deliver 
hem from the wrath to come. But it is an + 
naccountable madnefs and folly in men 8 
ef ſe the offers of his grace, and to clole 
vith the deſtroyer. 

Angel, It is ſin that thus hardens their 
earts, and blinds their eyes, ſo that they are 
ne pable of making a right judgment of things, . 
ntil the holy ſpirit comes and anoints their 
yes with his eye-ſalve, which makes the 
am {cles of ignorance and error to drop off, 

of wy they come to fee things in a truer 
ight, | 
un- Eben. Going further on I heard a wretch 
e ollomplaining in a heart- break iag ſtrain againſt 
not oſe men that had betrayed him hither. 

u Damned Soul, I was told, ſaid he, by Poe 
* that 


* 


- 


130 ' The AWVorld to Come: Or, 


that I denended on, and thought could ban | 
formed me right, that if I ſaid but Lord 
habe merry on me, ” when I cams to die,woulM\n 
he enough to fave me; but O how wretch 
edly I find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternaſþca 
ſorrow! alas, I called for mercy on m 
death - bed, but found it was too late: Thi 


curſed Devil here that told me juſt befoꝶ 
that. I was ſafe enough, then told me it v 
too late; and Hell mutt be my portion, Lal 
I find it is. ou 
Devil. You ſee I told you true at la. £ 
and then you would not believe me. A ven ci 
retty butineſs! is not it, think you? vod 
3 vour days in the purſuit of fin, au 
wallow in your filthineſs, and vou would E 
to heaven when you die! Would any but Peu 
mad man think that would ever do ? No, ha: 
that in good earneſt does intend to go to hag 4 


ven When he dies, muſt walk in the ways 
holineſs and virtue while he lives. You e. 
ſame of your lewd companions told you, th 
ſaying, Lord have mercy on you, when 50 
came, to die, would be enough: A very Hon! 
excuſe! You might have known, if young. 
have given your ſelf but leiſure to have &! 
the Bible, that without Holinefs, there's not We 
faall fee the Lord! Therefore this is the ſun he 
of the matter, you were willing to live Ws: 


your ſins 45 long as you could, you Gs nol: !: 
ea) 
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Neare them at laſt becauſe you did not like 
hem, but becauſe you could follow them 
o longer: And this yqu know to be true. 
\nd could you have the impudence to think 
o goto !.caven with the love of {in in your 
cart? No no, no ſuch matter: You have 
Wen warned often enough, that you {ſhould 
| YA N of being deceived, for God would nut be 
me „ but / ich as you ſowed, you ſhould alſo 
| - So that you have no reaſon to com- 
100 of any thing but your own folly, which 
ou now ſee too late. 
Eben. This lecture of the Devil was a ve- 
cutting one to the poor tormented wretch, 


vod | to my conductor, and comains the true 

„ ü ſe of many now on earth, as well as thoſe 
dg Hell. But O what a far different jud ga 
but eut do they make in this ſad ſtate, Bons 
lo, he 25 they did on carth by ' 


47% J. The reaſon of that, is, reply d my 
barten Angel, becauſe they won't allow 
»u lace ves to think what the effect of fin will 

nor what an evil 1: is, Whillt upon earl. N 
is inconſideration is the ruin of fo mam 
oulands, who think not what they are do- 
you' 2, nor whither they are going till it is too 
2 to help It. 

5 nu We had not gone . further, before 
beard another tormenting of himſelf, and 
ive if gray ating. his own miſery, by ccheeting on 
Bap. inels of bleſſed ſouls. Dun, 


* 


: ; 
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the human nature in its moſt exalted beauty 
- andperiettion; but I, accurſed I, have th 
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Dam. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do the] g 
ſaints in Heaven ſhine in the glory of the di . 
vine image, whilſt I am deformed ! And yetf 1 
I was once as capable of that glory as they i pi. 
had the ſame nature with them, the ſame rea- 
ſon, the intellectual faculties and powers; 
but, O what a prodigious monſter am I no 
become! That 1 ſhould hate, and hate eter- 
nally, the eternal excellency : Now fin and 
death are finiſhed upon me: And O hoy 
vaſt is the difference between us! They haye 


fame nature in its utmoſt turpitude and ds 
pravation! which renders the compariſc 
unf,.cakably far more unequal, than. that 
would be of the moſt amiable lovely perſon 
flouriſting in all the gaiety and prime of 
vouthful ſtrength and beauty; with a pute 
ſted and rotten carcaſe, deſormed by the cor 
ruption of a Joathſame grave: Ah, whendt 
is this amazing difference but through once 
willal and accurſed fin? It is fin, it is on! 
Yin, that has undone me, and brought me het 


ful vengence cf eternal fire, 
£2e1, We were diverted from giving ab 
further ear unto theſe ſtinging ſelf- reflectio 


of this poor loſt creature, by ſeeing a va 


(ant! 


c 
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the] ſantly a numerous company of w retched ſouls 
di- with knotted whips of ever-b: unmo fleel ; 

yet whilſt they roared out with cries ſo very 
ey; piercing, and ſo lamentable, I thought it 
res · might have melted even cruelty itſelf into 
ers; ſome pity. Which made me ſay to one of 
the tormentors, O ſtay your hand, and do 


four ſellow- creatures, and whom perhaps 

have yourſelves betrayed to all this mi- 
ſe.y. * 
Devil. No (anſwered the tormentor very 


know there is a God, although we hate him; 
but theſe are ſuch as never could be brought 


uch a being. 

Eben. Then theſe, ſaid I. are Atheiſts : A 
vretched ſort of men indeed: and who had 
pace Uke to have ruined me, had not Eter- 
nal Grace prevented it. 

1 had no ſooner ſpoke, but one of the tar- 


ented wretches cries out, with a fad mourn- 
ful accent, | 


t mult be Epenetus,— \ 
I was amazed to hear my name mention- 


M ed 


not uſe ſuch cruelty as this to them who are 


ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, ne. 
devil ever was as bad as they, nor guilty of 
ſuch crimes as they have deen: For we all 


o own a (tall they came hither that there was 


Dan. Soul. Sure I ſhould know hat v oice: 


Pad 
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134 Or, 
ed by one of the infernal crew ; and tl:erefore 
being defirous to know who it was, I anſwer Ii 
ed, Yes, I am Epenetus ; but who are you, | 
in that {ad loſt condition, that knows me ? 
Dam. Soul. To 1 loft unknown re: y 
plicd, I was once well acquainted with you þ 
upon earth, and had almoſt perſuaded you le 
to be of my opinion, I am the author off. 
that celebrated book, ſo well known by thek 
title of Leuiithan. el 
pen. What, the great Hobbs, ſaid I! 
Are you come hither? Your voice is ſo t 
much changed, I did not know it. m 
Hubs. Alas, replied he, I am that un. Y 
happy man ir deed: But am fo far from be. f 
ing great, that I am one of the moſt wretch.W © 
ed perſons in all Theſe ſooty territories. No 
is it any wonder that my voice is changed; 
for I am now changed in my principles 
though changed too late to do me any good: 
For now I know there is a God: But O! 1 
wh there were riot; for J am ſure he vil 
have no mercy on me: Nor 1s there an 
reaſon that he. ſhould: I do contels, I wa 
his foe on earth, and now hes inine in hell; 
where he n.:xe&F me to ſufter all that Al 
mighty Power can inflict, oi u:at a creatuſ 
is able to ſuſtain, I feel, | tee}, to my eter 
nal woe, that Lam nov the ſubject of that 
power | once ſo wickedly derided; And i 
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wer is that wretck.d confidence J had in my own 

vou, | wiſdom. that has thus betrayed me. 

* Een. Your caſe indeed is miſerable, and 

yet yon needs muſt own you ſuffer juſtly. 

For how induſtrious were you to make pro- 

ſelytes of others, and ſo involve them in the 

ſame damnation. None has more reaſon to 
knew this than I; who had almoſt been tak- 
en in the ſnare, and periſhed irrecoverably. 

Hobs. It is that, ſays he, that ſtings me 
to the heart, to think how many periſh by 
my means; I was afraid, when firit I heard 
your voice, that you had likewiſe been con- 
ligne d to puniſhment, Not that I can with 
ary perlon happy, for it is my plague to 
think that any are ſo whilſt I am miſerable; 
but becauſe every ſoul that is brought hither 
through my ſeduction, whilſt I was on earth, 
doubles my pains in hell. 

511 Eben. But tell me, for I fain would be in- 
will formed, and you can do it: Did you indeed 
an believe, when upon earth, there was no 
wlll Cod? Could you imagine that the world 

hell; could make itſelf? And that the creatures 

avere the cauſes of their own, production? Had 
atule von no fecret whifpers in your ſoul, that 
told you it was another made you, and not 
you yourſelf? And had you, never any 
dyibts Hout (his matter? I have often heard 
t laid, when upon earth, though there are 
M 2 many 


\ 
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. many that profeſs there is no God, there iz 

not one that thinks ſo; and it would be u 
ſirange there ſhould, becauſe there is none u 
but carry in their boſom a witnels for that e 
Cod whom they deny. Now you can tel 

whether it is ſo or no; and, yon have now . 
no rezfon to conceal your ſentiments. o 
Hobbs. Nor will I, Ehenetus, anſwerec be Ml d 
altho' thAthoughts thereof ſting me atrelbM t; 
1 did at firſt believe there waz Got who x: 
was that ſovereign {&t-ſubfiſting power that ! 


gave a being to all other creatures: But fall 1; 
ing afterwards to vicious courſes which ren i! 
dered me obnoxious to his wrath, I had ſome ar 
ſecret wiſhes there was none; for it is nM m 
polibte to think there is a God, and na d- 
withal to think him juſt and righteous, and m 
conſequently that he is obliged to puniſh the 8. 
tranſgreſſors of ] is law: And being, I wa h: 
conſcious to myſelf I lay obnoxious to hi. th 
Juſtice, it made me hate him, and wiſh tha Fc 
there was no ſuch being: But ſtill purſuin an 
the ſame vicious. courſes, and finding juſtia tr: 
did not overtake me, I then began to hop th: 
there was no God; and from thoſe hops} th: 
began to frame in my own breaſt ideas ſuit w. 
ble to what I hoped: And having thus, at 
my own thoughts, framed a new ſyſtem d arc 
the world's original, excluding thence th fpr 


keing of a Deity, I found myſelf fo ford of I a 
| thei 1 c 
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be theſe new notions, that I at laſt prevailed 
zone upon myſelt to give them credit, and then 
that cndenyouced to faſten the belief of them on 
tell others. But before 1 came to ſuch a heigl't 
now a: this, I do acknowledge that 1 found ſeve- 
ral checks in my own conſcience Jor what I 
did, and all along ſhoald now and then be 
troubled with ſome ſtrange un&ity thoughts, 
as :{ ] ſhould not find all right at laſt; which 
| endeavoured to put off, as much as in me 
lay. And now I fin i thoſe checking thoughts 
that might have been of ſervice to me then, 
are here the things that mot of all torment 
me. And ] muſt own, the love of fta har- 
dened my heart againſt my Maker. and made 
me hate him firſt, and then deny his being. 
Sin, that I hugged fo cloſe within my boſom, 
has been the cas d cauſe of all this woe; 
the ſerpent that has ſtung my ſoul to death: 
For now I find. maugre my vain philoſophy, 
and thoſe new ſyſtems I endeavoured. to ob- 
trude upon the world, There is a GOD, and 
hope that 2 Great and! Terrible One. I find too now 
hops that God will not be mocked, although it 
(ut was my daily practice in the world to mock 
as, at Heaven, and ridicule w hat ever things 
2m oF are ſacred, which were the means I uſed to 
e the ſpread abroad my curſed notions, and which 
nd Of I always found very ſucceſsful, For thoſe 
they 1 could but gat to ridicule the Sacred Ora- 

| Ma cles, 
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cles, 1 always looked upon to be in a fairyo: 
way tot ecome my diſcipdes. But now the wh 
thoughts thereof are more tormenting to mes. 
than all the torments I ſuſtain by whips of Mut 
burning ſteel. For: othung more provokes re 
the ollended Majeſty of Heaven, than thusWur 
to ridicule what he has made ſo awful. nat 
Eben. By that which you have ſaid, it or 
eaſy to diſcern the great malignity of fu 
againſt the Ever-blefied God ; from Whoſe ot 
moſt righteous will and law, it is a deviati-Mne 
on. And it was alone your giving way toltha 
fin, that entailed all your miſeries upon you; Wo: 
and doubtleſs, it is a cruel and tormenting vet 
thought to think, that what you ſufter ö. 
moſt juſtly. But it is not my delign to ag · n 
gravate your miſeries, only I would aſk-ano-Wn 
ther queſtion, that I would De reſolved: I head Wu: 
vourtelf, and others in the ſame con“ itim ut 
with you, cry ont of burning ſteel, and fie, ner 
and flames, aud yet I cannot diſcern it; Ny 
Where mere is fire, there muſt be ſome de-Wnac 
— light; and yet for ought appear to Hub! 
ne. au are ſtill in utter darkneſs. Or 
77 . O that I could but ſay, I ſelt noffno 

fire ! * An caly would my torments be, tos! 
that which row 1 find them! But out alas, his 
i the re that we endure, ten thouſand times lea 
T_T - excceds all culinary fire in fierceneſs; andÞer: 


Wm is of a quite different nature from it: Whit Fe 
94% 7 | you 
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fait Iyou already well obſerved in one particular, 
the NWhich is, there is no light at all attends it, 
me as does upon ſuch fire as burn upon earth; 
s of ut notwithſtanding all the fire in hell, we 
okes re in utter darkneſs, But then the fire you 
thusWurn on earth, is of a preying and devouring 
nature; for whatſoever it takes hold of, it 
oaſumes to aſhes; and when it meets with 


it i; 


 finW:0 more fuel, it goes out. But here it is 
hoſe Wot ſo; for though it burns with that tre- 
1ati-Wnendous fierceneſs, which none but thoſe 
y to hat feel it know, yet docs it not conſume, 
our ever will: We ſhall ever be burning, 
tingWet not burned: It is a tormenting, but not 
r i conſuming fire, The fire that is burned 
ag: n earth, is a corporeal fire, and cannot ſeize 
ano · Nn immaterial ſubſtance; and ſuch are ſouls: 


eard Mut here the fire ſcizes upon our ſouls, and 
[tion Puts them into pain ſo exquiſite. and ſo tor- 
fire, Wnenting, as cannot be expreſſed. It was 


| it: 
de- 


Ir {0 


1 ignorance of this, when vpon earth, that 
ade me ridicule the notion of immaterial 
ubſtances being burned by fire: Which here, 
o my own coft, I find too true, And then 


t noFWnother difference betwixt the fire that burns 
e, to s here, and that which burns on earth, is 
alas, his, that you can kindle that whenever you 


imes 
and 
"hich 
you 


leaſe, a quench it when you /will : But 
ere it is otherwiſe; this fire is kindled by 
he breath of Heaven, like to a fiream of 
brim- 
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brimſtone. and it burns for ever; and then. 
tore is moit properly, ſtiled, Hire ungquenchaShr 
; which is here like to be our everlaſtinyſÞc 
16 portion, And this is what I have to anſwat: 
unto the laſt fad queſtion that you aſked r 
£6:n. Sad indeed, ſaid }! Sec what it 
mighty Power can infli& on thoſe that Myra 
late his righteous law! I was a making ſo 
further obſervations on what I heard, wh 
tie relentleſs fend, that was before torme 
ing of them, thus interrupted me: 

Devil, You fee by him what ſort of m 
they were when in the world, and do 
you think that they deſerve the puniſhme 
thev undergo ? 

Ehen. To which I anſwered, Doutbly 
it is the jaſt reward of fin which now th 
ſutter. and which hereafter you ſhall ſul 
too; ior vou, as well as they, have finnt 
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* againſt the Ever: bleſſed God; and for ert 
; 15 fin ſhall ſulfer the juſt vengeance of eten . 
| 15 fire Nor is it in the leaſt any excuſe to Min 
. you never doubted the being of a God; Wat 
| 11 though you knew there was a God, yet N 
75 rebelled againſt him; and therefore ſhall be 
. juſtly puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrudi D 
3 from the preſence of the Lord, and from WF © 
11 glory of his power. id 
1 Devil. To this the fiend replied, It 1s t 
. we know we ſhall be puniſhed as thou 
44 
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aid, but if it be a reaſon why mankind ſhould 
thenſÞave pity ſhewed them, becauſe they fell 
ench hrough the temptations of the devil: it 1s 
he ſame caſe with me, and all the reſt of the 
Inferior ſpirits, for we were tempted by the 
right Sun of the Morning, to take part 
„ich him. And therefore, though this ag- 
ravates the crime of Zuafr, it ſhould ex- 
nuate that of inferior ſpirits. 
Ang. To this my bright Conductor (who 
ad not ſpoken to them ſince my coming 
ther) thus replied with a ſtern angry coun- 
nance, O, thou apoſtate, wicked, lying 
irit! Canſt thou affirm thoſe thi ings, and 
e me here? Doſt thou not know it was 
y proud heart made thee take part with 
ucifer againſt the Bleſſed God, who had 
eated thee a glorious creature ? But prid- 
bg of thyſelf in thy own beauty, thou wouldft 
we been above thy Bleſſed Creator, and ſo 
ert ready to take part with Lucifer, and juſtly 
t with him caſt down to hell; and thy 
rmer comelineſs and beauty changed to 
dat horrid monſtrous form in which thou 
w appeare!t, as the juſt puniſhment of thy 
bellious pride. 
Devil, Jo this the apoſtate ſpirit only ſaid, 
hy doſt thou thus invade our territories, 
d come here to torment us before our 
is ne? And when he had ſaid this, Ee flunk 


away, 


tb 
v th 
| {ule 
{inn 
Ir 5e 
eter 
to { 
d; 1 
et) 
hall 
ruct 


ed me, When thou ſhalt once have put d 


mm of the bleded Meſialh, fo all thoſe bl 
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away, as if he durſt not ſtay to have an anfſſe+ 
{wer. 

Epen. The fiend being gone, I ſaid to m1 
Conductor, ſomething 1 have already head 
about the fall of the apoſtate angels, bus/! - 
have a great deſire to he informed in the peue: 
ticulars thereot more fuliy, no 

Aug. To this my Guard! an Angel anſwe 


thy mortality. and be tranilated to the Ble 

ed above, there thou ſhait know ſuch thin 
as now thou canſt not apprehend. An 
therefore in thy preſent ſtate, deſire not to Mppe 
wiſe above what is written, It is enough ne 
know the angels ſinned, and for their {< 
were caſt down to hell. But how pure Mat 
rits ſhould have a thonght riſe in their benin 

aganſt the Eternal Furity that firſt crea 7 
them, is what thou art not capable of comer: 
prehending now. 'lhe angelic ſpirits Hon 
free agents all, created ſo by the Almightlfh« ; 
who loves to have a free and willing ſerviai{c 


offered him by all his creatures; and thi: i: 


the Sacred Oracles informs you. is called ea. 
Reaſ able Service ; and angels had a time Mare 
their probation, even in Heaven, as well 4, 


Adum had in Paradiſe. and like him wilt + 


created in a poſſibility of falling; : bat as ii e J 


fall of Alam was repaired by the great Proffhnts 


Pl 
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| ©; ſpirits. that kept their ſtation in the great 
n anlefettion of the apoſtate angels, are through 
1 wondrous grace of the Mean, corfirm- 
o mY therein for ever; that he might be the 
heard of angels too as well as men ; and have in 
„ buf! things the precminence, as well becomes the 
e pe ernal Son of God. But you have ſeen 
nough in thele black realms of miſery and 
oe. to ſhew the grory of Eternal Juſtice 
hich even the damned ſpirits own to be ſo. 
or when that great deciding day fhall come, 
| which the bodies of the dead ſhall riſe 
d be united to their ſouls again, and then 
ppear before the Judgment-ſeat, there is 
ne of theſe black Bals but will plead guil- 
7, and Juſtify the judgment of damnation, 
at they ſhall then hear-God pronounce a- 
unſt them, 
Epen, 1 have obſerved, ſaid I. that all of 
zem complain moſt of the torment that ariſes 
om their own ſenſe of guilt, which juſtiſies 
juſtice of the puniſhment, This gloomy 
riſon is the beſt glaſs to behold fin in its 
oſt proper colours; for were there not the 
ea eſt malignity in ſin, it would not be re- 
ſarded with ſo extream a puniſhment. 
Angel. Your inference is very natural; 
t there is yet a better glaſs than this, to ſee 
We juſt demerits due to {in : And that is by 
ntemplation to behold the bleſſed 8 a 


ert 
it of 

Blel 
thin! 
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God upon the Croſs : There we may ſee thelfl tu 
dire effects of fin : There we may ſee its truelffl te 
malignity. For all the ſufferings of the gr 
damned here, are but the ſufferings of creo 
tures {till ; but on the Croſs you ſee a ſuffe a! 
ing God. 

Eben. Surely ſaid I, juſtice and merg 
did never ſo triumph and kiſs each other 3 
in that fatal hour. For juſtice here was ful 


ly ſatisfied in the juſt puniſhment of fin ; and thi 
mercy triumphed and was pleaſed becaulgh« 


hereby ſalvation for poor ſinners was effectet 
And O eternal praiſes to his holy name fq 
ever, that by his grace has made me willig 
to accept of this ſalvation, and thereby to h 
come an heir of glory; for I remember ſont 
of thoſe laſt wretches here have in their bi 
ter lamentations urged, that when ſalvatin 
} has been offered them, they refuſed it. 
| lf - was therefore grace alone that helped melt 
il accept it. My ſhining gvardian told nl 
bereur on, that he muſt now conduct me 
. the carth again, and leave me there to wa 

with faith and patience, till my expect 
F happy change ſhould come. And add 
s likewile, that it would be my wiſdom to 
W - tain always ſuch a due ſenſe of my on u 
. worthnieſs; for to be vile in my own ey 
hi would make me precious in the ſight of G0 
T4 And that I ſhould not take that caution il 
F | | | becaul 


—_— 


nt - 
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hecnſe the enemy of ſouls is readieft with 
temptations to puff up thoſe whr. have had 
© orcat diſcoveries and revelations of the mind 

of God, for there is nothing that the Devil 
aims at more, than to deſtroy thoſe who are 
moſt dear to God: And though he ever fails 
Min his attempts, he is unwearied ſtill in h's 
Jendeavours; and oftentimes prevails lo far 
againſt them, as to perſuade them to commit 
W:hoſe fins, which makes them afterwards go 
mourning to their grave. 
I gave him thanks for the good counſel he 
ad given me, and told him I ſhould be much 
ranting to myſelf, if I ſhould not accept it 
s the greateſt kindneſs he could ſhew me, 
ome then, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe 
ealms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of 
ol heir black inhabitants, And in a very little 
pace of time, I found myſelf on earth again, 


mel endl in that very place were I deſigned to 
14 e committed that black fin of being my 
wn murderer, overcome by the temptations 


WW! the devil, who had perſuaded me there was 
Wo God, as is in the beginning of the book 
Welated, But what way it was that I came 
hither, I am not at all able to determine. 
As ſoon ay I was by the bank that I befote 
ad ſat on, the bright Appearance, by whom 
had been all along conducted, ſaid to me: 
Ang. Now, Epenetus, you know where you 
| Bl _ 


W 


1456 
are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with you 


Who has all power in heaven, earth and hell, 


brigkt Conductor diſappeared, and I was let 


as if they ſcarce had known me. 
I aſked them what the meaning was, 
their unuſual admiration ? 


a 
er 
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now; TI have another miniſtration to attend; 
Praiſe him that fits upon the throne for ovet { 


Tor all tne wonders of his love and grace, 


That he has ſhewn you in ſo ſhort a ſpate. 
Eben. As I was going to reply to him, m 


alone. And having for ſome time conſider 
ed of the amazing viſions I had ſeep, and d 
the wonderous things that I had heard, Im 
farce believed 1 was again on earth; no 
did I know what time it was I had been al 
ſent. And then reſolving to return to aliſjo 
own habitation, I firſt kneeled down an 
prayed that I might never loſe a lively ſenWar 
of all thoſe wonderous things chat had beaWha 
ſhewu me; and then roſe up again, bleflin 
and paiſing God for all his goodneſs, 2 
much admiring at his wonderous grace a 
condeſcenſion. | 
Being returned unto my houſe, my fazu 
were much ſurptiſed to ſee my counten 
To ſtrangely changed, and looked upon u 


* 


They anſwered, It was the alteration 
r that h cauſed it, 
In what reſpect, ſaid I, is it that I am 
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endl They told me, Yeſterday my looks were 
over. ſo extremely clouded and cat down, I feem- 
bell cf the very image of deſpair; But now my 
face appeared — more beautiful. and 
carried all the marks of perfect joy and ſatiſ- 
faction in it. | 
as lei If you had ſeen, ſaid I, what 1 have ſeen. 
to-day, you would not wonder at the change 
ou ſce, Then going into my cloſet, I togk 
ny pen andink, and there wrote down what 
1 had heard and ſeen, declarmg the whole 
MW viſions from the fieft 10 laſt: And then fub- 
joined to it the Poems following on Heaven 
and Hell. All which I hape may have the 
ame effect on thoſe that read them, as N bo . 
had on me in writing them. | * 


Now to the Ring Eternal, Immortal, tas _. 
falle, the Only 3 be Glory far 1 


| 
ever, Amen. | 
To whoſe Ble ng 1 n it. | 
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Infinite dagasxcludes the night, 


Sweet fields, beyond the ſwelling flood, 


"of _ i Heaven, 
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AProgrrcr of Heiveh 


ERE is a land of pure delight, 


Where Saints immortal reign; 


And d Dany pain. | | 2 


There * ring abides, 
And neveEwithering flowers; 

Death, like a — ſea, divides 
1 his heavenly land from ours. 


Stand dreſs 'd in living green, 


So to the Jews Old Canaan flood, 


Bit timerous mortals tart and ſhrink 


Cou'd we but climb where Moſes ood] 


While Jordan roll'd between. 


To croſs this narrow ſea, 
And linger ſhivering on the brink, 
And fear to launch away. 


And new the region Ger; 


— 
A #1 
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Not jordag's ſtream; nor Death's cold * 
Shou'd fright us from the ſhore. 


9 
4 | 


And all the reg:ons peace, 


o wanton lips nor envious eye” 
N Can ſce or taſte the bliſs; 


ere ſhall Wees che Saints ad TE 
In their own glorious forms; | 
nd wonder why: our fouls did os 

To dwell with mortal worms. 


Ae j 


on make that day, ſweet Lond, pride; 
When we ſhall dwell above; ; a 


nd ſtand and bow among them * 8 
Thy glory ſing, and love. 


— 


Þ - —— — — 


— 


PROSPECT of HELL, 


Theta holy fear and humble ſong, 
The dreadful God adore; 

v'rence and awe become the tongue, | 

That ſpeaks his dreadful pong! pl! #: 


i : 


r in the deep were darkneſs dwells; | 


zreat horror and deſpair; 
tice has built a diſmal hell, 
vnd ſtored up vengeance there. 


Pere are the joys above the fky, . „ OT 


92 
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LI.obormenting racks ——— i 
Satan darts forth immortal pains, 


bon wretched damned fouls. 


e Hes, 
Roars, bites his iron bands; 
In vain the rebel ſtrives to riſe, | 


Cruſh' q with God's weighty hands. 
There guilty ms of Adams race, 
1 Shriek out bis = | 
b0ncc they cou'd ſcarn a Saviour's grace, 
* And griev'd an angry God. 


WO Vaſt mukinades ef finners lic, 
And darkneſs makes their chains: 
JIortur'd with deep deſpair they cry, 
Fett war for fiercer pams, 


| | 8 ot all their anguiſn and their blood, 
J For their old guilt atones; 


* Nor the compathon of a God, 
+, Shall hearken to their groans. 


Oh! wretched ſtate of deep deſpair, - 
To ſee their God remove, | 
And fix their doteful ſtation where 
1 wy never taſte his love. 


FINIS 


